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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 


Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London,” Code—5th 
Edition A.B.C., telephone number 12807 Central. A statement 


of the objects and work of the Branch will be found on p. 575. 
The attention of British traders is directed to the Sample 
Room, where the following are on view, with other exhibits :— 





Samples. 


Reference in “ Board 
of Trade Journal.” 








Date. 


| Page. 





Bolts and Wire-cutting Pincers of German make, sold in 


Yokohama ... 
Native-made W oollens from Konia.. 
Paper Pulp Manufactured in Trinidad from ‘ ‘ Megass ” 
Coffee Produced in Angola ee soe 
Artificial Silk manufactured at Padua 


4th June, 1908 
28th May, ,, 
9 99 
Z2Ist_ ,, 
16th April, 


491 
467 
471 
419 
148 


100 
39 
44 

618 


Raw Cotton from the Jordan Valley 
ae 


Black sand from the United States... 

Tannin Extract from Natal-grown Wattle Bark .. 

Miner’s Lamp of German make, used in Brazil ... 

Cotton Goods of German and Italian Manufacture sold in 
Palestine ‘ doe see one 

Raw Silk from Buenos “Aires ; ote ons os 

Petroleum from Commodoro Rivadavia we PP . 

Ramie (various) wee . oot on 

Rubber from Bogota 

Silk Production at Hochou 

Kapok from Loanda ... 


9 ” 
26th Mar., 











592 
” ” 593 
o 591 
“ ” 9 592 
wt iw; 546 
..| Sth 499 

| 20th Feb., 395 


Cotton from Tunis... eee ve | 6th ” 297 
Rubber Seeds from Angola ... .. | 30th Jan.,, 243 
Native-made Hat, Shawl and Belt from Erzeroum — a os 218 
Human Hair from Japan : ove eee eee . 229 
Vegetable Marrow from Chungking | 3rd, 196 

The following Special Trade mealies “Offices are also at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C.:—India, Dominion of Canada, 
Queensland, Transvaal and Orange River Colony. Statements 
of the objects and work of these Enquiry Offices will be found 


on pp. 575-6. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
The East Indian Railway Company are prepared to receive tenders 
’ for the supply and delivery of steel palisade 
loo fencing, as per specification to be seen at the 
— Company’s Offices, Nicholas Lane, London, 
E.C. Tenders are to be sent to the Secretary, marked “ Tender 


19th ,, 
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BRITISH INDIA—continued. 


for Fencing,” not later than noonon the 17th June. The Company 
reserve the right to divide the order, also to decline any tender 
without assigning a reason, and do not bind themselves to accept 
the lowest or any tender. For each specification a fee of 11. 1s. is, 
charged, which cannot under any circumstances be returned. 


The Board of Directors of the Madras and Southern Mahratta 

Railway Company, Limited, are prepared to 

Metals. receive tenders for the supply of metals as per 

specification which may be seen at the offices 

of the Company, 46, Queen Anne’s Gate, S.W. The charge for 

each specification is one guinea, which will not be returned. 

Tenders must be sent in addressed to the Secretary, marked 

‘‘Tender for Metals,” not later than noon on the 23rd June, 1908. 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or any 
tender. 





CANADA. 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government Offices, 17, Victoria Street, 
London, §.W., whence further information 
regarding them may be obtained :— 

HOME ENQUIRIES. 

Enquiry has been received from a Sheffield manufacturer of all 
kinds of cast and shear steel, files, saws, edge tools, &c., for the names 
of Canadian firms who might be prepared to undertake his repre- 
sentation in Canada, and more particularly in British Columbia. 

A London firm manufacturing all classes of household, toilet, and 
painting brushes, desire to get into touch with Canadian buyers of 
such goods. 

A London correspondent, claiming to possess an established con- 
nection in the United Kingdom, desires to secure the sole agency 
of some Canadian manufacturers of canned goods. 

A North of England manufacturer of requisites for cricket, tennis, 
football, billiards, and other games, who is making a trip through 
Canada in August, desires to get into touch with storekeepers in 
Canada who deal in such goods. 

A London firm of felt manufacturers desire to get into touch 
with Canadian buyers. : 

Enquiry has been received from a London firm of wood pulp 
agents for the names of Canadian exporters of all kinds of wood 
pulp who may desire representation in the United Kingdom. 

A London firm desire to be placed in communication with some 
Canadian canning companies who may desire representation in the 
United Kingdom. 


Commercial 
Enquiries. 
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CANADA—continued., 


CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

A Canadian firm wish to get into touch with United Kingdom 
manufacturers of bottles, especially perfume bottles. 

A Canadian firm desire to get into communication with muni- 
cipal authorities in the United Kingdom, with whom they might 
be able to do business by supplying wood paving blocks, treated or 
untreated. They also desire to appoint a representative in England. 


Note—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, S.W. 


” * * 1” 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
whence further information regarding them may be obtained :— 

HOME ENQUIRIES. : 

A Scotch company wish to get into correspondence with 
Canadian importers of boots and shoes, and also of footballs. 

A Midlands firm wish to be placed in communication with 
Canadian manufacturers of egg cases and fillers. 

A Midlands company of manufacturing stationers would like to 
get into touch with Canadian manufacturers of cardboard suitable 
tor the production of folding boxes. 

A London firm manufacturing harness and saddlery ask for the 
addresses of firms in the principal Canadian cities who would be 
prepared to undertake their agency. 

CANADIAN ENQUIRY. _ 

A company in Toronto manufacturing piano keyboards, and also 
piano actions, keys and hammers, player actions, organ keys, reeds 
and reed boards, would like to get into touch with United Kingdom 
buyers. 

Note.—-For further information regarding any of the above, 


application should be made to the Canadian Government City Trade 
Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The ‘Commonwealth of Australia Gazette” of the 2nd May 
Canidae Wins adil notifies that tenders will be ‘received at the 
as Tape: office of the Deputy Postmaster-General, Sydney, 
aaa ’ PS; until 2.80 p.m. on the 5th August, 1908, for 
ts teenie the supply and delivery at the Departmental 
Stores, Sydney, of the following material :— 
69 tons of hard-drawn copper wire (300 lb. per mile) ; 
1 ton of copper binding tape (200 lb. per mile) ; 
15,000 best white large porcelain insulators. 
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Specifications, general conditions, and sealed patterns may be 
seen, and schedules and tender forms obtained, at the office of the 
Electrical Engineer, General Post Office, Sydney, and at the 
General Post Offices, Melbourne, Adelaide, and Brisbane. Tender 
forms and specifications will also be obtainable, when received, 
at the Commonwealth Offices in London, 72, Victoria Street, S.W.., 
where also preliminary deposits may be paid. The shortest time 
in which delivery would be completed must be stated. Preference 
will be given to tenders complying most closely with the Depart- 
ment’s requirements for early delivery. 

Tenders must be indorsed “ Tender for Supply and Delivery of 

” (as the case may be), and addressed to the 
Deputy Postmaster-General, Sydney. They may be deposited in 
the tender-box at the General Post Office, Sydney ; if sent by 
post they must be prepaid and registered. 

A deposit, or receipt for deposit, of 5 per cent. on the amount of 
the tender must be enclosed therewith. If, however, the deposit 
exceeds the sum of 20/., payment need not be made in cash, but a 
banker’s certificate should be forwarded by the tenderer to the 
Deputy Postmaster-General, to the effect that the amount of the 
deposit is held at the call of the Deputy Postmaster-General. 

The Postmaster-General does not bind himself to accept the 
lowest or any tender. 

The accepted tender will be notified in the ‘‘ Commonwealth 
Gazette,” and such notice will be considered as an intimation to 
the unsuccessful tenderers that their tenders have been declined. 





TRANSVAAL, 


The Board of Trade have received from their Correspondent at 
Stove-drill Johannesburg (Mr. C. A. C. Tremeer) a proof 
C P titi copy of the Rules relating to the Transvaal 
—, stope-drill competition to be held early next 
year (see “ Board of Trade Journal ” of 23rd April last, pp. 163-4). 
The Rules may be consulted by persons interested at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C. 





GOLD COAST: 


The Crown Agents for the Colonies are prepared to receive tenders 
: for the construction of a railway of a length of 
Ralwey about 39 miles, from Accra to Mangoassi in the 
Constractem. Gold Const Colony. The line has been surveyed 
by engineers employed by the Colonial Government, and plans, 
sections, type drawings, specifications, quantities, draft form of 
contract, and form of tender may be seen by intending contractors 
at the office of the Crown Agents, Whitehall Gardens, London, 
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S.W., between the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 
and 1 p.m.). Those who desire it may, upon personal application 
or by letter to the Crown Agents, obtain two sets of the specifica- 
tion, tables of quantities, draft form of contract and form of tender, 
and one set of plans, sections and type drawings by payment of 
100/., of which 751. will be returned in the case of anyone sending 
in a bond fide tender properly completed in all respects within the 
time specified below. 

Tenders, on the forms attached to the specification, must be 
delivered to the Crown Agents not later than noon on the 10th 
September, 1908, in a sealed envelope, endorsed ‘‘ Tender for Accra 
Railway.” The draft form of contract, specification, table of quan- 
tities and schedules of prices must ,be sent in with the tender, and 
the blanks in each properly filled in as required by the form of 
tender. 

The Crown Agents do not bind themselves to accept the lowest 
or any tender. 





MALTA. 

Sealed tenders will be received at the office of the Receiver-General 
—— ae re and Director of Contracts, Valletta, up to 11 
in na 5 a.m. on the 26th June, for providing a laundry 
’ rinsing machine for the Poor House. Tenders 
are to be accompanied by a deposit of 101. to be made in. the Office 
of the Crown Agents for the Colonies, Whitehall Gardens, London, 
S.W., by tenderers residing in Great Britain not having a 
representative in Malta, and in the Receiver-General’s office at 
Valletta by local tenderers. The tenderer whose offer is accepted 
shall be held to have bound himself to an agreement, and 
may be compelled to carry out the obligations arising from 
his tender, even though he may not have signed a formal contract. 
Contract fees are to be paid by the contractor. The Govern- 
ment does not bind itself to accept the lowest or any tender. 
Particulars, specification, &c., may be obtained on application 
to the Receiver-General’s Office, Valletta, or to the Crown Agents 

for the Colonies, Whitehall Gardens, London, 8. W. 


SWEDEN. 

H.M. Consul at Gothenburg (Mr. J. Duff) reports that, according 
Electric to the “Goteborgs Handels och Sjofarts 
entities Dee Tidning” of the 29th May, tenders are invited 
5 ’ for the supply of a 42-ton electric travelling 
crane, with the necessary bridge, required for the power station of 
the “Kungliga Trollhatte Kanal och Vattenverk.” Tenders, 
addressed to the ‘‘ Kungliga Trollhatte Kanal och Vattenverk ” will 
be received up to noon on the 27th June. A copy of the specifica- 
tion and drawings may be seen by British makers on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 

Basinghall Street, E.C. 
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SPAIN. 


The “‘Gaceta de Madrid” of 30th May announces that tenders are 

invited for the supply of two travelling steam 

iid Steam cranes for use on the Puntales Wharf a Cadiz. 

26 Tenders addressed to the Junta de Obras del 

Puerto, Cadiz, will be received for a period of 80 days from the 

30th May. A deposit of 10 per cent. will be required to qualify 
any tender, and local representation is necessary. 

The ‘‘ Gaceta,” which’ contains a copy of the form of tender and 

a statement of the conditions, may be seen at the Commercial 

Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 

London, E.C. 


The “ Gaceta” of 31st May publishes the text of a law authorising 

the Compajiia Concesionaria del Ferrocarril de 

Railway Plant. Arganda 4 Colmenar de Oreja to construct and 

open for traffic within 30 months from the 

date of the law (29th May, 1908), a branch line from Morata to 
Orusco. 





ROUMANIA. 


H.M. Consul at Bucharest (Mr. O. Wardrop) reports the announce- 
ment in the “ Monitorul Oficial” of the grant 
Machinery, &c. of privileges under the Industrial Law for 
the duty-free importation of the necessary 

machinery, &c., to :— 

1. The Metalurgia Romana (fosta Lemaitre) Company at 
Bucharest—metal-working machinery, 840 tons of bar-iron and 
1,350 tons of sheet-iron. 

2. M. Stefanescu’s preserved fish factory, 260 Calea Grivitei, 
Bucharest—machinery. 

3. F. Weigel’s engineering shops, at Bucharest—50 trucks of 
bar-iron, and 10 trucks of sheet-iron. 

4. Captain Stefan Castano’s proposed factory for making stove- 
heating apparatus at Str. Fantadnei 66, Bucharest—necessary 
machinery. 

5. ‘ Steaua Romana” Co.’s petroleum refinery at Campina—70 
tons of iron pipes, 25 tons of fittings for pipes, and necessary 
machinery. 

6. E. Lessel’s cabinet-making works in Bucharest—necessary 
machinery. 

7. Scarlat Parasckeva’s petroleum works at Ploesti—2 tons of 
calcined soda, 3 tons of zincwhite, &c. 

8. Jacob Babad’s candle works at Galatz—necessary machinery. 

9. Bucher & Durer’s cabinet-making works at Bucharest— 
necessary machinery. 
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10. Em. Costinescu’s lumber mills, hydraulic chalk works, nail 
and wire works, at Sinaia—necessary machinery. 

11. All the petroleum refineries in Roumania—a quantity of 
sulphuric acid equal to the amount purchased from: the factory at 
Valea-Calugareasca. 

12. Ortony & Wachtel’s foundry and metal ornament works, at 
Jassy—60 tons of iron sheets, 39 tons of bar iron, and 100 tons 
of rolled wire. 

13. Societate pentru furnituri militare, Bucharest, for their 
woollen cap factory—sewing cotton, ribbons, borax, shellac, gum, 
black aniline powder, d&c., &c. 

14. Societate de paduri (formerly. P. & C. Goetz & Co.) of Straja, 
Pangarati, Neamtu, for their sawmills—machinery. 

15. Christache Ganea’s proposed brickworks, at Braila, brick-- 
making machinery, gas motor, centrifugal pump, dc. 





TURKEY. 
H.M. Consul at Constantinople (Mr. A. T. Waugh) reports that. 


coal tar dyes, alizarine as well as aniline, are 
Dyes. being found unsatisfactory as regards durability, 
and that Turkish dyers are reverting to the use 
of the old natural dyes. The importation of cochineal, for instance, 
is said to be increasing again, 60 tons annually being now imported 
into Constantinople alone. The manufacturers of Turkey carpets 
in the Smyrna district have formed themselves into a syndicate 
with a capital of 400,000/. (see ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ” of 
4th April, 1907, p. 35). They have factories at Smyrna, Sivas, 
Panderma and Sparta and numerous agencies all over Asia Minor: 
they supply their own wool, which they dye themselves. The 
production of carpets is largely increasing. The syndicate has 
offices in London. Mr. Waugh states that any British firm 
desirous of introducing British dyes into Turkey should com- 
municate directly with this syndicate. (The address may be 
obtained by British dye merchants on application to the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, H.C.) 





MEXICO. 


The following information respecting certain articles in demand 
in Mexico in which British trade might be increased has been 
received from H.M. Consul at Tampico (Mr. H. W. Wilson) :— 


“Owing to the large number of foreigners visiting this district, 
many of whom engage in trade or settle down 

Groceries. to farming, the demand for imported groceries. 

is rapidly increasing. This increased demand 

is not, however, limited to the foreign element, but also includes 
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MEXICO—continued. 


the middle and higher class Mexicans. Some of the articles which 
now appear to be in general demand are as follows :— 

“Cheese and butter (put up in air-tight tins of from 1 to 5 lb.); 
mustard, spices and jams (put up in air-tight tins); raisins and 
currants ; biscuits and breakfast foods (in air-tight tins); tea. 
The duties upon cheese, butter, jams and spices are based upon 
the weight of the goods, including the tin boxes in which they 
are placed, so that manufacturers should use the lightest possible 
package consistent with the preservation of the contents. Owing to 
the heat and moisture of the climate all the articles mentioned above 
deteriorate very rapidly unless put up in air-tight tins, and it is on 
this account that the retailer has to charge such an exorbitant price, 
as the goods, if kept in stock more than a few months, are a total 
loss. Mustard, spices, &c., although generally sold in tins, deteri- 
orate very rapidly on account of the tins not being air-tight, and 
merchants refuse to order or keep in stock this class of goods, 
which, if carefully packed in air-tight tins, should have a ready 
demand. Fresh butter retails at from 75 c. Mexican currency to 
1 dol. 10 c. per ib., equal to between 3s. to 4s. per lb., with the supply 
limited. A good trade might be established by introducing salt 
butter packed in 1 to 5 1b. tins. Butter put up in this manner 
would have a large demand not only in this district, but all over 
the Republic at interior points where fresh butter is unobtainable. 


‘Every year the number of British sportsmen who visit Tampico 
Hotel : during the winter months for the tarpon fishing 
Fishing Tackle steadily increases. The hotel accommodation 
*  gtill leaves much to be desired, and there is an 
excellent opening for a first-class hotel. Although tarpon fishing 
begins in December the best months are generally March and April, 
both as regards the number of fish landed and their size. Sports- 
men coming to Tampico are strongly advised to bring all their 
luggage on the same steamer with them .and not to ship their 
heavy luggage by some other route. Personal effects arriving 
independently of their owner have to pay the same Customs duties 
as any other merchandise entering the Republic, and although the 
duties imposed can often be recovered by appealing to the head 
of the Customs at Mexico City, this procedure causes a long delay and 
inconvenience. British manufacturers of fishing tackle should take 
note that sportsmen coming out here for the tarpon fishing have to 
send to the United States for their outfit. I see no reason why 
British manufacturers should not be able to furnish a complete 
outfit for tarpon fishing, equal, if not superior, to that manufac- 
tured in the United States.” 
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MEXICO—continued., 


H.M. Consul has also forwarded extracts from the ‘‘ Mexican 
Herald” stating that the Government of 
Coahuila have granted a concession for the 
establishment of an iron foundry and machine 
shop at Sabinas, and that a company has been 
formed at Monterey (State of Mexico), for the purpose of erecting 
and working a new soap factory in that city. 


Plant for Iron 
Foundry and 
Soap Factory. 





BRAZIL, 


H.M. Consul at Santos (Mr. C. B. Rhind) has forwarded a copy of 

the ‘‘Correio Paulistano” (S. Paulo) of the 

Public Works. 26th April, containing particulars of the public 

works to which 375,000l. of the loan of 750,000. 

recently taken by the City of Sao Paulo is to be applied. The 

works in question comprise the completion of the municipal theatre ; 

the construction of a municipal hall, fish and other markets, 

school of pomology, and refuse destructor furnace ; viaduct and 

irrigation works; and road-improvement, paving and macadam 
works. 


The “Correio” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


The “ Diario Official” of Brazil of the 8th May publishes a decree 
approving plans prepared by the Companhia de 
Railway Plant. Estradas de Ferro Noroeste do Brazii, for the 
prolongation of the Bahurd-Itapura railway to 
the river Tieté, a distance of 38°7 kilometres, at a cost of 1,844,241 
milreis (about 115,265/.), and from this river to Itapura, a distance 
of 95:1 kilometres, at a cost of 5,131,830 milreis (about 320,738/.) 
The “ Diario” of the 10th May publishes a decree approving 
the general conditions, table of prices, and specifications prepared 
by the Estrada de Ferro Central do Brazil, for the construction 
of the 3rd section of the extension of the central line from 
Lassance to Pirapora and the branch from Sabaraé to Ferros. 
The ‘“ Diario,’ which contains a statement of the conditions, 
prices, and specifications, may be seen at the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of ‘Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E C. 
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EXHIBITION, 


ITALY: 


The Board of Trade have received, from the Italian Embassy ‘in 
; London, particulars of an Exhibition of Scientific 
a emp Instrumentsand Pottery to be held at Faenzafrom 
Seiehtie Inatra- the 15th August to the 25th October, 1908, with 
citi ated international sections for meteorology and ter- 
sana 0 restrial physics, agricultural machinery, and 
Y> ceramics. Copies of the programmes of these 

and Pottery. . ; 
sections may be consulted at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. Although the regulations state that applications 
for space are to be in by the 1st May, the Board are informed by 
the Italian Consul-General in London that applications from British 
manufacturers will be received at any later date. The applications 
should be addressed to the ‘“ Comitato dell’ Esposizione, Faenza, 

Italy.” . 





FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM IN 
MAY, 1908.* 


I.—GENERAL. 


The trade returns for May, 1908, when compared with those 

for the corresponding month of 1907, show decreases in the value 
of the Imports into the United Kingdom, and also in the value of 
the Exports, both of the produce and manufactures of the United 
Kingdom, and of Foreign and Colonial merchandise. 
_ The value of the Imports in May, 1908, was 44,271,2171., 
a decrease of 8,344,418/., or 15°9 per cent., as compared with 
May, 1907, whilst the total Exports amounted to 37,498,5311., 
or a decrease of 7,875,783/. The Exports of the produce and 
manufactures of the United Kingdom alone show a decrease of 
5,855,6711., or 15°9 per cent., as compared with May, 1907, whilst 
there is a decrease of 2,020,112/., or 23°9 per cent., in the Exports 
of Foreign and Colonial merchandise. 


II.—IMPORTS. 


The following table shows the value of the Imports for May, 
1908, as compared with the corresponding months of 1907 and 
1906, according to the different categories of merchandise :— 





* Reference should be made to the article on “ Changes in the Monthly Trade Accounts for 1908,’’ 
which appeared on pp. 323-31 of the “ Board of Trade Journal”’ for 13th February, for information 
as to the changes that have been made in these accounts. 
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Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom in May, 1908. 





Imports of Foreign and Colonial Merchandise.* 
















































































we Increase 
Month ended 31st May. ie or sil 
snnitalits Decrease (—)|Decrease (—) 
in 1908 in 1908 
as compared | as compared 
1906, 1907. 1908, with 1907. with 1906. 
I.—Food, Drink, and Tobacco— £ £ £ 
A. Grain an 6,518,312 | 5,842,838 | 4,896,206| — 946,632 | — 1,622,106 
B. Meat, owe te a ate for food. 4,402,703 | 4,301,088 | 4,173,641} — 127,447) — 229,062 
C. Other food and drink— 
l. Non-dutiable 5,643,078 | 5,709,733 | 5,167,858 | — 541,875) — 475,220 
2. Dutiable eco 3,464,116 | 4,249,550 | 3,697,553 | — 551,997 |} + 233,437 
D. Tobacco oe ‘ine $16,057 251,638 $25,414 | + 73,776 | + 9,357 
Total, Class I, eee £/20,344,266 20,354,847 ,18,260,672 | — 2,094,175 | — 2,083,594 
II.—Raw Materials and Articles | 
Mainly Unmanufactured— | 
A. Coal, coke, and manufactured fuel 6,038 325 24| — 301|;— 6,014 
B. Iron. ore, scrap ae and steel . 629,920 | 628,216 420,243 | — 207,973 | — 209,677 
Cc, Other metallic ores.. 840,069 983,047 685,978 | — 297,069 — 154,091 
D. Wood and timber ... 1,876,596 | 1,964,885 | 1,683,635; — 281, 250 | |= 192,961 
E. Cotton ’ ts 3,401,823 | 4,873,154 | 2,408,196 | — 2, 464, 958 | — 993,627 
F. Wool . "| 3,124,819 | 2,646,621 | 2,283,087 | — 363, 1534 | — — 841,732 
G. Other textile materials 1,410,012 | 1,197,042 | 1, "198,236 + 1,194 211, 776 
H. Oil seeds, nuts, oils, fats, and 
.| 2,016,607 | 2,813,823 | 2,492,202} — $21,621) + 475,595 
I. ide ~ and undressed skins 979,510 .027,194 { 738,122 — 289, 072 — 241,388 
J. Materials for paper sree, ...| 971,162 367 258 | 472,418; + 105, 160 | + 101,256 
K. Miscellaneous if .| 2,069,911 } 2 278, ,465 1,812,859 | — 465, 606 | — 257,052 
Total, ClassII. ... £ 16,726,467 (18,780,030 | 114,195,000 — 4,585,030 | — 2,531,467 
ITI.—Articles Wholly or Mainly | 
Manufactu | 
A. Iron and steel a manufactures 
thereof 808,124 | 564,831| 583,645/ +  18,814| — 224,479 
B. Other metals and manufactures 
thereof o a .| 2,491,725 | 2,372,786 | 1,850,486 | — 522,350; — 641,289 
C. Cutlery, hardware, implements| | | 
(except machine tools) and in- | 
struments ... 313,762; 344,408; 292,695'— 51,713} — 21,067 
D. Electrical goods and apparatus| 
ae than machinery and tele- | | | 
on tig a —e 101,105 | 97,476 97,455) 21 3,650 
E. M 514,131 561,136 481,933 | — 79,203 | — 32,198 
F. Ships (new) ve| 10,348 2,408, 2,015) — 393; — 8,333 
G. Manufactures of ‘wood and 
timber (including furniture) 188,340 160,220, 185,597) + 25,377 | — 2,743 
H. Yarns and textile a | | 
1. Cotton ... ° 855,679 788,458 | 694,681 — 93,777 | — 160,998 
2. Wool ... 1,074,817 846,507 | 720, 705 | — 125,802; — 354,112 
3. Other materials 1,900,218 | 1,845,292 | 1,682,158 | — 163,184; — 218,060 
I, Apparel one « 451,688 455,u07 | 363, 850 | — 91,157 | — 87,838 
J. Chemicals, “drugs, dyes and 
colours 988,469 | 1,123,037 | 843,712); — 279,325) — 144,757 
K. Leatherand manufactures thereof! 
(including gloves, but excluding) | 
boots and shoes) ... -| 1,104,873 850,462 901,594 | + 51,132 | — 203,279 
L. Earthenware and glass... 372,250| 352,804] 303,815;—  48,989|— 68,435 
M. Paper... ©. ss ss  oe{ 471,481| 442,647! 474,557! +  82,910| +° 3.076 
N. Miscellaneous wee .| 2,485,961 | 2,486, "547 | | 2, 176, 554; — $09,993| — 309,407 
Total, Class III. .., £/14,132,971 |13,293,026 11,655,402 —1,637,624 | — 2,477,569 
llaneous and Unclassi- 
7” “fod Gucluding Hira Ft | 214,027 | 187,732 | 160,143| — 27,589| — _ 58,884 
Total value . £'51,417,731 52,615,685 |44,271,217) — 8,344,418 | — 7,146,514 














* The values of the Imports represent the cost, insurance, and freight; or when goods are 
consigned for sale, the latest sale value of such goods. 


Comparing the values of the imports of articles last month with 
those of May, 1907, the chief increases and decreases are as 


fo!low :— 
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Increases. 
£ , & 
nn = . 110,260 ( C1, Fish, cured or 
text] Offals of corn and sa] we 2 SSS 
| grain, es 2 Ce. Coffee, including 
rice meal .. 62,357 | cont. roasted orground 88,951 
( Mutton, fresh, in- D. Tobacco, raw and 
I | cluding refrige- manufactured... 73,776 
7 rated and frozen 103,580 G Jute .-- 108,550 
B. 4 Meat, preserved, la Linseed . ee 100,505 
: otherwise than II.{ ~* | Petroleum ... ... 54,270 
by salting (in- | J. Wood pulp, chemi- 
| cluding tinned L cal ... 69,407 
+ |. and canned) ... 69,810 Iil, B. Copper, unwrought 
and part wrought 139,032 
Decreases. 
£ £ 
a: ero f Seeds, cotton 67,762 
| Wheat meal and mah _— unre- 
ih -E:  ees he 
| Barley ... ... ... 84,285 | Tacciye, seedlac, 
(Maize ... ... ... 564,538 IT, ee 
p | Cattle ... . 240,118 | cont. ) + Skins, ‘goat, un- 
* | Bacon ... .- 64,564 : dress w- 139,605 
ye Butter ... . 363,898 * ) Skins, sheep, un- 
. 7 Cheese ... 96,567 dressed -- 94,931 
Eggs ... 65,355 |K. Caoutchouc... ... 436,182 
Lard .. 53,758 { ( Copper, regulus 
( Sugar, refined and and precipitate 94,165 
|} gsugarcandy ... 245,958 =. | Lead, pigand sheet 91,018 
Ce < Sugar, unrefined... 122,206 Quicksilver .. 60,831 
| Spirits ... 50,010 Tin, in blocks, in- 
Bs | Wine ... 80,441 { gots, barsorslabs 177,611 
(B. Iron ore . 205,332 | ILI. <4. Machinery ... 79,203 
co | Copper ore . 61,895 H1 Cotton manufac- 
* } Tin ore.. 77,122 tures of allsorts 70,209 
Il. D. Wood, sawn or Hs Silk manufactures 
, split... ooo 291,924 of all sorts 83,534 
E. Cotton, raw... ...2,464,958 I, Apparel, not water- 
F. Wool, sheep or L proofed .. 58,089 
4 lambs’ ... .. 287,973 
The following instances of increase in value combined with 
decrease in quantity, or vice versd, may be noted, viz. :— 
Increase. Decrease. 
7 | Bacon 51,933 cwt.... £64,564 
* | Hams 13,012 ,, £16,562 
I. 2c: ia 4,026 _,, £1,710 
: ; 1 OiL coco-nut, refined . , 2,579 5, .. £1,200 
D. Tobacco, manufactured, and 
snuff . £28,645 86,100 Lb. 
F. Wool, sheep or lambe’.. 848,701 lb. ... £287,973 
1 * K lax, dressed and undressed .. 1,099 tons... £31,913 
. ; Hemp ,, 1,276 ,, £32,417 
H. Tallow and stearine %.564 cwt.... £28,517 
% Copper, regulus and precipi- 
| tate ... sea 78 tons... £94,165 
fst Lead, pig and sheet 657 ,, £91,018 
Zinc, crude, in cakes ... 601 ,. £8,046 
III, < c. Clocks 2,678 no. ... £10,629 
Hs Silk: spun yarn, dyed or not 
dyed ... des £4,709 okt 2,304 lb. 
I. Boots and shces vee 1,521 doz. pr. £12,281 
LJ. Cutch ... ia - 116 tons... £5,307 
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ITI.—EXPORTS. 
The following table shows the value of the Exports of produce 


and manufactures of the United Kingdom for the month of May, 

1908, as compared with the corresponding month of 1907 and 

1906, and the increase or decrease in each principal category :— 
Exports of Produce and Manufactures of the United Kingdom.* 

















































































































| Increase (+-)| Increase (+) 
Month ended 31st May. or or 
Decrease (—)| Decrease (—) 
Lee LF in 1908 in 1908 
as compared | as compared 
| 3 6 | 1907. | 1908. | with 1907. | with 1906. 
I.—Food, Drink, and Tobacco— £ £ = £ £ 
A. Grain and fi | 204,069 265,561 3127 + 47,159; + 108,651 
B. Meat, including animals for food 122,240} 108,014 8) nas | — 26,471} — 40,497 
C. Other food and drink 1,149,768 { 1,129,533 | 1,103,507} — 26,026] — 46,261 
D. Tobacco re 122 1046 | + 18,042] + 28,671 
Total, OlassI. ... | 1,569,452 | 1,607,112 1,619,616 | + 12,704| + 50,364 
lI.—Raw Materials and Articles 
Mainly Unmanufactured— | 
A. Coal, coke and manufactured fuel! 3,044,650 | 3,515,937 | 3,866,091 | +  350,154| + 821,441 
B. Iron ore, scrap iron and steel ... 56,821 80,280 33,596; — 46,684, — 23,225 
©, Other metallic ores... oc eee 8,786 14,364 17,903 | + 3,539 | + 9,117 
- Wood and timber ... eco 6,462 11,401 12,526 | + 1,125 > 6, 064 
- Soom eee on — = _ ~ 
FW. ool . “i 200,182} 261,260/ 151,877; — 109,383; — 48,305 
G. Other textile materials | 16,470 30,764 22,820 | — 7,944; + 6,350 
H. Oil-seeds, nuts, oils, fats and 
gums.. 237,027 | 292,232/ 311,028] + 18,796) + 74,001 
I. Hides and undressed skins 221.145) 141,160) 113,611) — 27,549 | — 107,534 
J. Materials for paper — 60,240 70,636 | 40,753; — 29,883) — 19,487 
K. Miscellaneous 178,453} 218,184) 161,772) — 56,412} — 16,681 
Total, ClassII. ... £ 4,030,236 | 4,636,218 | 4,731.977| + 95,759} + 701,741 
IlI.—Articles Wholly or sas | 
Manufactured— 
A. Iron and steel and monutnebaens 
thereof. ..| 3,276,118 | 4,218,196 | 3,441,717} — 771,479} + 165,599 
B. Other metals and ‘manufactures, | } 
thereo ...| 872,215} 1,208,050} 717,077/ — 490,973! — 155,138 
C. Cutlery, hardware, implements! | | 
(except machine tools) and | 
instruments 505,653! 596,557| 448,994; — 147,563/— 56,659 
D. Electrical goods and apparatus 
(other than machinery and tele- 
graph and onan wire) .| 130,468; 129,334; 150,040) + 20.706’ + 19,572 
z. Machinery . 2,364,325 | 2,814,928 | 2,898,925] + 83,997; + 534,600 
F. Ships (new) .. 669,885 1,656,294 | 869,045 | — 787,249) + 199,160 
G. Manufactures of wood and tim- 
ber (including furniture) 92,566} 113,227{ 96,517 16,710; + 3,951 
H. Yarns and weatile fabrics — | | 
1. Cotton... we vs | 8,755,081 | 9,355,747 | 7,733,221 | — 1,622, 526 | — 1,021,860 
2. Wool .. és ...| 2,361,183 | 2,625,630 | 1,873,600 | — "752,030 | — ‘487,583 
3. Other materials ...  ...| 1,145,633} 1,414,407| 872,595] — 541,812) — 273,038 
I. Apparel i ve wee} 570,854) 666,815} 577 444/— 89,371/ + 6,590 
J. Chemicals, drugs, dyes and 
colours | 1,508,054 | 1,537,739 | 1,460,103; — 77,636) — 47,951 
K. Leather and manufacturesthereof 
Gincindin ng gl gloves, but excluding) 
boots and shoes) ... of eee} 342,937 402,620 277,465; — 125,155| — 65,472 
L. Earthenware ca glass “ 321,706! 363,369) 315,803) — 47,566 — 5,903 
M. Paper. ie ...| 180,108} 207,949) 194,898; — 13,121! + 14,720 
N. Miscellaneous vos] 2,537 475 | 2,872,071 | 2,315,096; — 556 1975 | + 222,379 
Total, Class III. £ 25,634,261 30,177,933 '24.242.470 ) — 5,935,463 | — 1,391,791 
[V.—Miscellaneous and Unclassi-' 
fied (including Parcel Post) £ 490,978; 501,285/ 472,614; — 28,671; — 18,364 
} 
Total value ond £ 31,724,927 |36,922,548 |31,066,877 | — 5,855,671 | — 658,050 
Exports of Foreign and Colonial Merchandise.* 
e £ eg. 4 £ f 
Total value... 7,116,655 | 8,451,766 6,431,654 | — 2,020,112 | — 685,001 




















© The values of the Exports represent the cost and the charges of delivering the goods on board 
the ship, and are known as the “ free on board ”’ values. ° 
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Comparing the values of the exports of the principal and other 
articles of the produce and manufactures of the United Kingdom. 
in May, 1908, with those of May, 1907, the chief increases 
and decreases are as follow :— 








Increases. £ 
IJ, A. Coal, coke and manufactured fuel bes . 350,154 
Ill f§. Machinery and millwork ... ape oe oo. 83,997 
‘| 3. Sulphate of copper ove oe _ ..» 56,550 
Decreases. £ 
II. ¥F. Wool, sheep or lambs’ w- 51,008 
(A Iron ‘and steel], and manufactures thereof .-- 771,479 
B. Copper, unw reught and wrought - oe «» 306,577 
Cc Hardware ... see eee ovil See »- 64,655 
F Ships, new ... ene ane one sid eee 787,249 
Cotton yarn.. ove ove bie .» 865,148 
Hi, » _ piece- -goods ... 989,159 
lace and patent net, “and articles thereof 17 2,479 
Wool tops ... _ wap one o- --» 96,878 
Worsted varn iis rs obs ste .- 186,519 
He.< Yarn, alpaca and mohair . ow oad ». $4,335 
IIl.< Woollen tissues... son one 20s we 110,455 
Worsted __,, hin es ai sai ... 167,959 
- Jute piece goods ... ose be oa .- 98,998 
es red, " 184,413 
I. Apparel, waterproofed and not “waterproofed 76,025 
K. Leather, unwrought om 83,034 . 
( Railway carriages, for passengers, and parts 
| thereof... 71,123 
. 4 Railway trucks, waggons, & &e. (not of iron) and 
| partsthereof... 91,773 
| (Oilcloth... ote ae ae .. 59,733 


The following instances of increase in value combined with 
decrease in quantity, or vice versd, may be noted, viz. :— 


Increase. Decrease. 
(A. Bran and pollard eos oon MBL TET ccc oe 14,116 cwt. 
| Fish wey. « 115 cwt. £3,558 
Li, Spirits, British and Irish... 109, 307 proof gall. £1,701 
|’ )Sugar: Confectionery, jams 
L and preserved fruits — lL ove 567 cwt- 
i. 5 | eek .. 1,691 cwt. . £1,454 
(B. Lead, pig and manufactures ... 351 tons ate .. £23,014 
iz. Dye stuffs ove - »»- 1,815 cwt. oe £5,172 
Ill j ( Bags and sacks, empty 29,955 doz. .. £19,233 
les } Machinery belting at than 
| 1 leather) She £1,053 ... coe 213 cwt. 
q | Skins and furs, dressed we 70,904 no. --- £13,649 


IV.—TRADE DURING THE FIVE MONTHS, JANUARY-MAY. 


The following table shows the value of the Imports of foreign 
and colonial merchandise during the five months ended 
3lst May, 1908, as compared with the corresponding periods of 
1907 and 1906 :-— 
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Five Months ended pmamenee (+) Rpeonaen (+) 
Say: Decrease (— )| Decrease (—) 
; in 19€8 in 1908 
as commend as compared 
1906, | 1907. | 1908. with 1907. | with 1906, 
| 

















{.—Food, Drink, and Tobacco— | 
A. Grain and flour 


, 
| } 


£ £ i J £ £ 
26,400,476) 26,170,768, 29,999,712! + 3,828,944 | + 3,599,236 
wae 
































B. Meat, including animals for food} 21,703,802) 21 ‘664, 811, 20, 593,161} — 1 071 650 | 110,641 
©. Other food and drink— | 

1. Non-dutiable.. sl ...| 26,946,775] 27,294,003) 27,250,421) — 43,582 + 303,646 

2. Dutiable te pe ...| 17,167,857 19, 022° ,468) 18, 603, 372| — 419,096 | + 1,485,515 

D. Tobacco a ve is soit 1,708,111! 1, "549 903) 2, 133, 260; + 583,357 + 425,149 

Total, Class I. coe Py 93,927,021] 95,701,953, 98,579,926) + 2,877,973 | + 4,652,905 

{I.—Raw Materials and Articles | | 
Mainly Unmanufactured— | 

A. Coal, coke and manufactured fuel 19,972 19,092 1,598} — 17,494; — 18,374 

B. Iron ore, scrap iron and steel ...| 2,896,363 3,178,325) 2,009,456) — 1,168,869 | — *886,907 

C, Other metallic ores... oni ...| 9,014,680 4,442,695) 3,909,060; — 533,635 | + 394,380 

D. Wood and timber .., x ...| 6,318,809 6,720,954; 6,340,207, — 380,747; + 21,398 

E. Cotton “suse, nee ue} 25,777,999. 89,060,539) 28,367,671] — 10,692,868 | + 2,589,672 

FE. Wool. oie ...| 18,225,810 22,337,434) 17,223,110; — 5,114,324 | —- 1,002,700 

G. Other textile materials wii 7,417,152) 9,708,344) 6,419,396) — 3,288,948 | — 997,756 

no nuts, oils, fats, and 

...| 10,448,067, 12,909,738] 11,732,823) — 1,176,915 | + 1,284,756 

ides and undressed skins | 4,314,361 4,774,105) 3,973,517; — 800,588 | — 340,844 

7 Materials for paper — ...| 1,456, 563) | a "529, 457 1,722,542} + 193,085 | + 265,979 

K. Miscellaneous de ...| 10,676,349 11, 782, 703} 9,838,389) — 1,944,314 | — 837,960 

Total, ClassII. ...  £/ 91,066,125 116,463,386} 91,537,769|— 24,925,617 | + 471,644 











TII.—Articles Wholly or Mainly | | 
| | 


Manufactured— 
A. Iron and steel and manufactures 
thereof bt ms 4,024,343) 2,691,815) 3,051,828) + 360,013 | — 972,515 
B. Other metals and manufactures| 
thereof ...| 10,984,021) 12,862,152/ 10,026,822} — 2,835,330 | — 957,199 


<. Cutlery, hardware, implements| 
(except machine tools) and 
instruments ‘or 1,615,876) 1,621,836) + 5,960 | + 60,168 

D. Electrical goods and apparatus, | 
lone than machinery and tele- 
and telephone wire) ...| 500, 343) 546,952} 502,200 

















— 44,752 | + 1,857 
E. as haa den mA ‘oil 2,183,203 2,329,030} 2,325,380, — 3,650 | + 142,177 
F. Ships (new) t. 12,332 5,576 7,495, + 1,919|/— 4,887 
G. Manufactures of wood and tim- 
ber (including furniture) oes 867,333 779,702 883,029' + 103,327 | + 15,696 
. Yarns and textile ie | 
1. Cotton, ne ...| 4,376,489} 4,353,149} 4,192,761) — 160,388 | — 183,728 
2. Wool ... vee ane | 0,508,110} 4,841,003] 4,341,915, — 499,088 | — 1,166,195 
3. Other materials -_ ...| 9,111,475} 9,731,989 8.654, 294) — 1,077 695 — 457,181 
I. Apparel... "| 9’0743501| 2,066,641| 1,746,938} — 319,703 | — 327,563 
J. Chemicals, drugs, dyes and | 
colours 4,259,695) 4,947,597) 4,328,112); — 619,485 | + 68,417 
K. Leather andmanufactures thereof ; 
(including gloves, but = | 
boots and shoes)... ...  ...| 4,856,800] 4,515,241] 4,559,023) + 43,782 | — 297,777 
L. Earthenware and glass ... _...|_ 1,787,318| 1,677,188] 1,547,217) — 129,971} — 240,101 
M, Paper = << ...| 2,391,136) 2,307,590 2'495, 912} + 188,322; + 104,776 
N. Miscellaneous oes one det 13,104,775 12, 093, ,486, 10,888,442 — 1,205,044 | — 1,216,333 


























Total, ClassIII. ... &£ 66,603,542 542| 67 364,987 61,178,2 204 — 6,191,783 | — 5,430,336 


£V.—Miscellaneous and Unclassi- | 
fied (including Parcel Post)...) 1,080,3 352] 1,030,885, 914,482 


Total value... ...  £/952,677,0%0/280,561 ron newer rmw E 28,355,830 — 471,689 


* The values of the Imports represent the cost, insurance, and freight; or when goods are 
consigned for sale, the latest sale value of such goods. 


The value of the Exports of home produce, also of foreign and 
colonial produce, during the five months ended 31st May, 1908, 
as compared with the corresponding periods of 1907 and 1906, is as 
shown in the following table :— 


— 116,403 | — 165,870 
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Exports of Produce and Manufactures of the United Kingdom.* 

























































































Five months ended | hoe “g (+) r~y (+) 
ay. Decrease (—) Decrease (—) 
| in 1908 in 1908 
as compared | 4s compared 
1906. 1907. | 180 | with 1907. | with 1906. 
I. = Food, Drink, and Tobacco— £ s |. § £ £ 
A. 1,078, 877) 1,117,669; 1,408,554; + 290,885 {| + 329,677 
B. Meat, inoluding animals for food. "470, 400) ‘481 606) 409,880} —- 71,726; — 60,520 
C. Other food and drink ‘a 5,203,300] 5,297 800 5,154,666} — 143,134|— 48,634 
D. Tobacco id pes ae "425 992) "482,199 555,997) + 73, 798 | + 130,005 
Total, ClassI. ...  £| 7,178,569! 7,379,274] 7,529,097 + 149,823] + 350,528 
II.—Raw Materials and Articles} 
Mainly Unmannufactured— 
A. Coal, coke, and manufactured fuel] 12,576,874; 15,260,417, 17,279,363] + 2,018,946 | + 4,702,489 
B. Iron ore, scrap iron, and steel ... 207,027; 307,323) 162,369 — 144 954 | — 44,658 
Cc. Other metallic ores... - 55,226 77,999) 38,493) — 39, 506|— 16,733 
D. Woodand timber... ... 27,812} 43,766) 45,704) + 1,938 + 17,892 
E. Cotton ES age _ oS en — | 
. Wool . 1,183,006] 1,329,035;  938,505/— 390,530) — 244,501 
ra Other textile materials ... 74,339 110,671; 124,740) + 14,069' + 50,401 
H. Oil-seeds, nuts, oils, fats, and 
gums.. ...| 1,088,738) 1,346,734) 1,316,386; — 30,348 | + 227,648 
I. Hides and undressed skins 1,049,897; 929,598) 580,698; — 348,895; — 469,199 
J. Materials for paper making 272,313} = 321 400, 207,579} — 113,821; — 64,734 
K. Miscellaneous ied Sa 835,617) 1, 175, 1740) 857,995; — 317,745) + 22,378 
Total, Class IT. eee £| 17,370,849) 20,902.678; 21,551,832) + 649.154) + 4,180,983 
III.—Articles Wholly or Mainly 
Mannufactured— 
A. Iron and steel and manufactures} 
thereof vie .| 15,427,300! 19,674,907) 16,304,331, — 3,370,576 | + 877,031 
B. Other metals and manufactures| 
thereof - 3,961,165) 5,596,793) 3,760,055) — 1,836,738 | — 203,110 
C. Cutlery, hardware, implements| 
(except machine tools) and in- 
struments ... 2,370,777) 2,618,884) 2,370,137, — 248,747) — 640 
WB. Electrical goods and apparatus 
(other than machinery and tele- 
graph and — — 958,488 767,979 733,822} — 34,157; — 224,666 
E. Machinery . "| 10,710,723] 12,441,616] 13,389,461; + °947,845| + 2,678,738 
F. Ships (new) .. ...| 2,486,615) 4,689,095 3,908, 035! — 781,060 | + 1,421,420 
G. Manufactures of wood and 
timber (including furniture) 507,231 531,860 499,655) — $2,205; — 7,576 
H. Yarns and textile fabrics— | 
1. Cotton... >? ...| 41,348,617) 45,446,378) 43,255,520; — 2,190,858 | + 1,906,903 
2. Wool ... ...| 18,280,562) 14,089,457| 12,429,442) — 1,660 ne | — 851,120 
3. Other materials 5,791,048) 6,972,802) 5,115,017; -- 1,857, 785| — 676,031 
I. Apparel : 1. ase ae} 3,621,165] 3,856,809] 3,608,760) — 248 ,049 | — 19,405 
J. Chemicals, drugs, dyes and 
colours... 6,835,748) 7,745,586] 7,617,612; — 127,974! + 781,864 
K. Leatherand manufactures thereot| | 
(including gloves, but excluding 
boots and shoes) lie 1,665,252) 1,879,136) 1,541,370) — 337,766| — 123,882 
L. Earthenware and g's me 1,443,210) 1,615,739) 1,592,842; — 22,897! + 149,632 
M. Paper... ; ois iy! 832,499 964,700 993,637 28,937; + 161,138 
N. Miscellaneous .| 12,015,536; 13,615,030) 12,509,165) — 1,105,865 | + 493,62u 
Total, Class IIT. ‘ £ 123, 255,936 6/142,506, am 1129, 628, 861) —l2, 877, 910 | + 6,372,925 
IV.—Miscellaneous and Unclassi-| Lore gt, 2 veces 
fied (including Parcel Post) £| 2,148,975| 2,417,677| 2,330 6 — 87,211] + 181,491 
Total value... £|149,954,329|173,206,400|161,040,256| —12,166,144 | + 11,085,927 
Exports of Foreign and Colonial Merchandise.* 
£ £& £ £ £ 
Total value... ‘on onal TY eite rt 33,267,019) —11,184,011 | — 3,899,834 











* The values of the Exports represent the cost and the charges of delivering the goods on board 
the ship and are known as the “ free on board ”’ values, 
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V.—SHIPPING IN MAY, 1908. 


The tonnage of vessels entered at ports in the United Kingdom 
from foreign countries and British possessions, with cargoes, during 
May, 1908, amounted to 3,151,602 tons, and the tonnage 
cleared to 5,028,204 tons, as against 3,432,019 tons entered, and 
5,073,356 tons cleared during May, 1907. With regard to 
the coasting trade, the tonnage entered with cargoes during 
May, 1908, amounted to 2,607,405 tons, and the tonnage 
cleared to 2,592,853 tons, as against 2,637,047 tons entered, and 
2,591,374 tons cleared in May, 1907. 


VI—FIVE MONTHS’ SHIPPING (JANUARY-MAY). 


The tonnage of vessels entered at ports in the United Kingdom 
from foreign countries and British possessions, with cargoes, 
during the five months ended 3lst May, 1908, amounted to 
15,507,133 tons, and the tonnage cleared to 22,712,008 tons, as 
against 16,096,182 tons entered and 22,826,639 tons cleared during 
the corresponding period of 1907. With regard to the coasting 
trade, the tonnage entered with cargoes during the five months 
ended 3lst May, 1908, amounted to 12,536,472 tons, and the 
tonnage cleared to 12,348,813 tons, as against 12,880,595 tons 
entered and 12,687,396 tons cleared during the corresponding 
period of 1907. 





BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Vera Cruz— H.M. Consul at Vera Cruz (Mr. L. J. Nunn) writes 
as follows on the subject of British trade with Mexico :— 

‘‘ Why is it that some of our exporters cannot be induced to 
consider the possibility of direct representation? British goods 
are not sold in Mexico more largely because as a rule they are not 
thoroughly and effectively presented. Assuming that British 
firms want export trade and are prepared to make every effort to 
secure it, the character of representation is one of the principal 
things to be considered. Such representation of firms trading 
abroad seems to be divided, practically, into three classes. First, 
direct representation, such as when a firm sends a travelling agent 
into the foreign field, in the same way as the home market is can- 
vassed ; second, resident agents, generally business houses dealing 
in the lines of goods handled by the exporter in the several com- 
mercial centres of the foreign field; and, third, what have come to 
be known as ‘ manufacturers’ agents,’ some of whom are travelling 
salesmen with headquarters in the United Kingdom, who make 
periodical trips to foreign markets on behalf of a number of British 
exporters, whose products in no way conflict, whilst others reside 
permanently abroad and are resident agents for a number of 
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British or other foreign concerns, doing the business on a commis- 
sion basis. 

‘‘ Of these three classes, the second, that of firms in the retail or 
jobbing business acting as: agents of foreign houses, is the most 
common, and, in my opinion, the least effective. The efforts of 
such agents are almost always confined to the limits of their own 
business, and the British firm they represent has no representation 
with their competitors. Their work at best is local; often they 
accept an agency with a view of preventing their competitors from 
securing it, and since in Mexico there are scarcely any British 
houses, these agencies go to foreign firms whose preferences are 
for goods of their own country. 

“The best representation is that of a man who knows the goods, 
how they are made, what the limitations of the trade are, what 
competitors are doing at home and abroad, and who can see and 
appreciate wherein goods can be made to conform to the needs of 
the market without involving a revolution of the home business. 
Such representation, however, is costly, and therefore difficult for 
the smaller concerns, but there is no reason why several firms in 
different lines should not combine and engage the services of one 
traveller to represent them all. This plan works very well pro- 
vided not too many lines are undertaken. 

‘‘The plan of securing a representative resident in the foreign 
market to handle the goods of a number of firms has been one of 
the most successful in the foreign trade, and is, I believe, coming 
to be more generally followed, but in the event of any of our ex- 
porters following this course, 1 weuld most strongly recommend 
that the person so employed be a British subject. A British sub- 
ject will push the goods of British manufacturers better than a 
foreigner will in almost every case, at any rate in Mexico. Obtain 
the services of the right man and there is lots of trade to be done 
with Mexico. 

“ Whilst things in general have shown a continuous development 
in Mexico, there are many who look with a good deal of apprehension 
on the possible conditions that may prevail in the year 1908 owing 
to the general feeling of uneasiness occasioned by the late financial 
crisis. Affairs in Vera Cruz remained normal, and there was never 
the slightest inclination towards panic, but the actions of correspon- 
dents in Europe, and in the United States especially, handicapped 
operations in general and transmitted their tightening influence to 
local banking institutions. Foreign correspondents requested that 
no use be made of letters of credit previously given. The credit 
was not withdrawn, but merely as a measure or precaution during 
the bad times the request was made that no drawings should take 
place whilst the outlook was so uncertain. ‘This naturally had the 
effect of reducing the volume of business, while it conveyed a like 
spirit of precaution to managers here. For five months no loans 
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were made by the banks, and deposits decreased. Very high rates 
of interest were being offered, which induced private individuals to 
draw their money from the banks and loan it out themselves. 

‘A great deal of business is brought in by the big plantations 
and landed estates, particularly those owned by foreign companies, 
which are accustomed to receive monthly remittances, and above 
all those that are still in the various stages of improvement 
and development. ‘The stringency of the money market put a stop 
to these remittances in the majority of cases, and all kinds of new 
work was temporarily suspended. Many mines also in different 
parts of the Republic were closed down owing to the general 
depression, and Vera Cruz began to feel the decreased circulation. 

‘“‘ With the coming of the New Year there seemed well grounded 
reason to hope that prospects would become brighter and the 
depression to some extent relieved.” 


Mexico—H.M. Consul at Tampico (Mr. H. W. Wilson) has 
forwarded the following notes on British trade with Mexico :— 

“Tn order to open up and further British trade in Mexico, British 
exporters should pay more attention to securing and sending out 
here capable commercial representatives. It is absolutely necessary 
that they should have a thorough knowledge of the Spanish 
language and be prepared to meet keen competition. Price lists 
and trade catalogues are valuable adjuncts towards retaining trade 
after it has once been secured, but in order to open up new fields 
it requires the personality of an efficient commercial traveller well 
posted in the language and customs of the country and thoroughly 
familiar with the class of goods that he is handling. A complete 
line of samples is also a great aid in securing business, as by this 
means a commercial traveller is often able to interest a customer 
and get into closer touch with him than by simply looking over a 
catalogue. Particular attention should be paid to local require- 
ments, and it should be borne in mind that the local trader 
generally knows exactly what he wants to suit the trade he is 
catering for. 

“ When dealing with small traders in interior towns it will often 
be found of great assistance to quote prices c.i.f. Home firms are 
in a better position to keep posted on ocean freights than traders 
in the interior of Mexico, and although there are very few Mexican 
merchants who are not well posted on their own customs tariff, the 
working out of freight rates and insurance, when quoted in British 
money, becomes too complicated. 

“Commercial travellers would often find it advantageous if they 
made a habit of calling on their Consular representative wherever 
they intend soliciting business, as by this means they can often 
secure information as to the local standing of their prospective 
customers, local requirements, &c.” 
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GERMAN INLAND WATERWAYS. 


H.M. Consul-General at Diisseldorf (Dr. F. P. Koenig) has 
forwarded the following information respecting German inland 
waterways :— 

Rhine-Herne Canal.—This spring the German Government 
has begun constructing the new Rhine-Herne Canal, an enormous 
undertaking, which is to join the Rhine with the Dortmund- 
Ems Canal, and will traverse the whole of the industrial por- 
tion and the coalfield of Westphalia. The bed of the River 
Emscher is to be utilised for this purpose to a great extent. 
The bottom of the canal is to be 15 metres broad, the surface 
of the water is to have a breadth of 34°5 metres and the canal is 
to have a depth of 3°5 metres. The canal is to be 1 metre 
deeper than the Dortmund-Ems Canal and is to have a minimum 
pathway of 6 metres on each side. The locks are to be 10 metres 
broad, and the bridges will be 5 metres above the surface of the water, 
54 metres Jong and 5 metres broad. ‘The important towns of Essen, 
Bochum and Gelsenkirchen will have branch canals; the Rhine- 
Herne Canal is to join the Rhine at Ruhrort, starting at one of the 
many harbours of that town. The construction of the canal was begun 
this spring, and as seven years are to be spent in building, it will 
be finished by 1915 at the latest. Fifteen collieries—the largest 
companies in Westphalia and the Rhenish provinces—have already 
undertaken to build their own harbours; besides these the Govern- 
ment will build three large harbours for public use at once, and 
more if necessary later on. The German Government is very 
anxious that the Rhine-Herne Canal should be finished and 
opened for traffic at the earliest possible date. The Government 
railways of Westphalia and the Rhenish Provinces are at present 
unable to cope with the enormous and ever-increasing traffic of 
the industrial and mining centres of that district. It is considered 
that the Rhine-Herne Canal will take a considerable part of the 
traffic off the hands of the Government railway. It is a fact that 
the German Government railways have not been sufficiently 
quickly developed, nor have they in any way kept pace with the 
very rapid strides with which the industries and coal mining of 
Westphalia and the Rhenish provinces have been developed. 
It is felt on all sides that the German Government must grant 
more money for a further increase and extension of railway 
lines in Westphalia and the Rhenish provinces, and also for 
a considerable increase of railway trucks and locomotives. The 
Rhine-Herne Canal will not allow ships of 2,000 tons and 
upwards navigating on the Rhine to run straight to Dortmund 
from the Rhine, but the Dortmund-Herne Canal is to be 
constructed so as to allow of the largest Rhine freight boats to 
run into the canal all the way to Dortmund. The most popular 
sized freight boat on the Rhine draws 24 metres and is 114 metres 
broad. These boats could enter the canal only if the locks were 
12 metres broad: The Government so far has only provided for 
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locks of 10 metres breadth, but there is every reason to believe 
that the Government will sanction the petition now handed in by 
the many Chambers of Commerce of Westphalia and the Rhenish 
provinces that the locks should be built with a breadth of 12 
metres. 

When this scheme is completed all the larger German rivers will 
be in communication with each other from east to west right across 
the Empire, thus cheapening the freights from the south-east and 
east enormously. Germany will then have increased facilities in 
competing in foreign markets and developing her export trade, as 
the south-east and east portions of her Empire will then be in 
direct communication by water with the North Sea. 

Future Canal policy—Both the Dortmund-Ems Canal and the 
Kiel Canal have proved great economical successes. The German 
Government have recognised the importance of building waterways 
wherever feasible in order to cheapen the freights and unburden 
the railways, which are no longer able to cope with the ever- 
increasing traffic in the thickly-populated industrial districts. The 
Rhine-Herne Canal will eventually be carried beyond Dortmund 
through the very heart of the German Empire. It is proposed to 
build a trans-continental German canal which will unite all the 
rivers running chiefly from south to north into the Baltic by a 
great canal scheme running from west to east, which will then 
bring the east and south-east of Germany in direct touch with the 
North Sea vid the Rhine-Herne Canal. 





MINERALS IN SINAI PENINSULA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a report on the 
topography and geology of the western portion of the Peninsula of 
Sinai, recently published by the Egyptian Survey Department, 
from which the following particulars relating to some of the more 
important minerals found in this district are extracted :— 

Of the various products of this area, perhaps the most important 
is the large area of grey granite, which is suitable for statuary 
purposes. This is pest developed in Wadis Mear and Hebran, 
although it also occurs to the south in Wadis Shiddiq and Emlaha. 
From the former of these localities there is no difficulty about 
transport, as waggons could be run on a light railway attached to 
a rope, the laden ones running down to the sea coast by gravity, 
and drawing up the empties at the same time. At El Tor the 
stone could be put on board boats and conveyed to Suez or Port 
Said, if required, the expense being in this way reduced to a 
minimum. A good supply of water would be easily obtained in 
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the wadis, as the rainfall is quite sufficient to produce a constant 
supply if it were collected. In fact, in the winter season, running 
water is met with in many of the wadis. 

The next mineral of importance is a pure white sandstone, very 
friable, which, on account of its freedom from _iron-oxide, 
would be very useful in glass making. ‘This sandstone occurs at 
the foot and in the cliff of Gebel Dhalal, where there is about 200 
metres of good stone. The only drawback to its use is the distance 
it would have to be transported, although a fairly good road could 
be made to the sea with little difficulty. 

Perhaps as valuable as the foregoing are the iron and manganese 
ores of this district. These occur in the carboniferous formation 
at the base of the limestone at its junction with the sandstone. 
They evidently occur more or less in “ pockets,” but as far as was 
seen, they exist everywhere where the limestone is exposed, and 
vary in thickness from 0°6 to 13 metres. In different places the 
ore varies in composition, sometimes being pure hematite, some- 
times an admixture of that and the oxides of manganese, while in 
others it is pure manganese oxides. ‘he three places where it 
was examined were Wadi Malha, Wadi Nasb, and at an old mine 
in Wadi Hallig. In the former locality the two ores lie side by 
side, as if they had segregated so, being more or less distinct from 
each other, but on their junction being intimately mixed. The 
same is true of the second locality, but in addition there is a fair 
quantity of earthy manganese ore (wad). In the third locality the 
heematite is more abundant, the limestone being impregnated with 
it near its base, while nodules of pure ore weighing from 25 to 50 
kilos. are frequent. 

The position of these ores is perhaps against their being profit- 
ably worked, situated as they are some little distance from the sea- 
coast where no fuel is obtainable. The other alternative of bring- 
ing the ore to the sea-coast and treating it there, or shipping it 
elsewhere, is therefore the least expensive, although the cost of 
transport might even then be prohibitive. The actual mining of 
the ore would not present much difficulty as the underlying rock 
is not hard and difficult to pierce. 

Taken as a whole, the Sinai ores are of a poorer quality than 
those of Minas (Brazil), but taking into consideration their much 
closer proximity to the sea, there seems no reason to doubt that 
they might be worked at a profit, provided that the deposits turned 
out as rich as they appear to be by the analysis of the samples. 











June 11, 1908, | THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. oul 





PROJEOTED PUBLIC WORKS IN MADAGASCAR. 


The following particulars of public works shortly to be under- 
taken by the Administration of ee are extracted from the 

“‘Quinzaine Coloniale ” Paris): 

A credit of 116,150 francs (about 4,646/.) is assigned for the 
construction of thirty- eight schools, and a sum of 220,000 francs 
{about 8,800/.) for municipal and water supply works, comprising 
100,000 francs for Majunga, 30,000 for Maevatanana, and 90,000 
for Diego-Suarez. A wharf and quays are to be constructed at 
Tuléar, which is connected with Durban by a regular steamship 
service. The municipality of Tamatave have recently concluded a 
contract for lighting the town, and at Majunga negotiations are in 
progress for a similar purpose. At Antananarivo water-supply 
works are in course of construction, and a sum of 200,000 francs 
(8,000/.) has been assigned for municipal buildings. 

The efforts of the Administration are to be chiefly devoted, 
however, to improving the highways, their objects being (1) to 
connect the ports with their hinterland, in order to facilitate the 
transport of produce, and (2) to establish in the interior of the 
island a system of roadways converging on Antananarivo so as to 
draw the traffic towards the railway to Tamatave, of which, at the 
end of this year or the beginning of 1909, the capital is to 
become the starting-point. 

The works to be undertaken in pursuit of the first of these two 
objects are the following :—(a) Preliminary work on the road from 
Diégo-Suarez to Ambato (opposite the island of Nossi-Bé), which 
will serve all the north-west region, which is rich in cattle and in 
caoutchouc, and to which recent discoveries of auriferous deposits 
have given an added value. Diégo-Suarez is at present isolated at 
the extreme north of the colony ; the projected road will provide it 
with the means of regular and easy communication with the in- 
terior. (b) The construction of the road from lake Alaotra to the 
sea. ‘This road will provide an outlet from the Sihanaka region, 
which is very fertile, and of which the rice production is already 
important. Tamatave also will derive considerable benefit from 
this road, as it will enable it to develop its rice exportation. (c) 
The widening and metalling of the road from Fianarantsoa to 
Mananjary, which is the natural market of Betsileo, one of the 
richest and most populous districts of Madagascar. (d) Repairing 
the western road, from Antananarivo to Maevatanana, the point of 
departure for the river transport of the Betsiboka. 

In the second category mentioned above are comprised :—(a) The 
works of the southern road (Antananarivo—Fianarantsoa), which, 
when completed, will be the great central artery of the island. 
It will subsequently be continued towards the south. In the pre- 
sent year it is proposed to undertake the construction of the sections 
Antsirabe-Ambositra and Ambositra-Ambato-fitoharana, and the 
metalling of the section already constructed, Antananarivo—Antsi- 
rabe. (b) The works of the road from Fianarantsoa to Ambalavao, 
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the preliminary work of prolonging the road proceeding towards 
the extreme south. (c) The works of the road from Antananarivo 
to Miarinarivo, which will serve the rich regions of Arivonimamo 
and of the lake Itasy. 

The sums assigned for public works in the Budget of 1908 
amount to nearly 4,000,000 francs (160,000J.), to which must be 
added a sum of 2,000,000 francs (80,000/.) levied on the reserve 
funds, being a total of 6,000,000 francs (240,000/.) to be expended 
on public works during the present year, in addition to the work 
of completing the railway from Antananarivo to the sea (‘Tamatave). 
It is the most important effort that has been put forth hitherto to 
develop the resources of Madagascar, and, in the opinion of the 
“ Quinzaine Coloniale,” it testifies to the prudence and economy with 
which the finances of the colony are administered. ‘The majority of 
the works projected are destined to increase the productivity and 
the export facilities of the island. 





INDUSTRIAL FUTURE OF JAPAN. 


H.M. Commercial Attaché in Japan (Mr. E. F’. Crowe) writes as 
follows respecting the industrial future of that country :— 

‘‘It has often been said that Japan has before her an important 
future as a manufacturing country, and that in time she will be 
able, not only to supply most of her own wants, but also to drive 
European and American manufacturers out of the Far Eastern 
markets. Observers are led to this conclusion on finding that 
Japan has large coal mines and a great number of waterfalls 
which will in time to come be harnessed, and also a plentiful 
supply of cheap labour. Coal she undoubtedly has in considerable 
quantities, but the prices have risen so much of late years that the 
costs of production for those mills which require to use a great 
deal of it have grown to an unthought-of extent, and unless mine 
owners reduce their prices this one factor alone must have a serious 
effect on Japanese industries. Coal, which in 1903 cost about 
lls, 5d. a ton, had increased to between 13s. and 14s. in 1906 and 
1907. Even more important than coal is the labour question, and 
it will not be out of place therefore to devote a few lines to the 
subject. Japanese labour has undoubtedly been cheap in the past, 
the average daily wage for male operatives being 104d. and for 
females 5#d.; these are the figures for 1905, the latest reliable ones 
yet published. According to the returns compiled by the Bank of 
Japan, however, the price of commodities has been gradually in- 
creasing. Rice, which forms the preponderating portion of the 
Japanese workmen’s food, reached a record price in August to 
September last, standing at 18 yen per koku (about 7s. 3d. per 
bushel), although it has fallen since then. The price of tobacco 
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has been increased, and saké, sugar and kerosene, all of which are 
consumed to a certain extent by the labouring classes, will advance 
in cost in consequence of the proposals for increased taxation 
recently adopted by the Diet. 

“The nation, too, is gradually developing more luxurious tastes, 
and though this is perhaps a good sign in one way, it shows that 
there can be only a small margin, if any, left over after the opera- 
tive has paid for his daily expenses. The result of this will be 
that wages will gradually have to be increased, and that in time one 
of Japan’s chief advantages will disappear. As a matter of fact, 
there has been an advance in wages during the past year, although 
there were many who asked for enhanced payments, but were not 
successful in their demands. 

* At present there is no factory legislation, but for some time 
past many leading men have been advocating the necessity of in- 
troducing some measure under which the large mills now springing 
up in various parts of the country could be controlled. The con- 
ditions of labour in Japan have called forth strong comments from 
some British observers, but the worst cases are to be found in the 
small household industries, such as match-making, &c., rather 
than in the big concerns, and unfortunately it is probably only to 
the latter that any legislation which might be introduced would 
apply. From my own observation I can state that in many of the 
large mills 1 have visited, the operatives seem generally healthy 
and contented. It is often remarked that Japanese work for 
extraordinarily long hours. This is true, the average time being 
10 hours per diem, not including the time set apart for meals. In 
most of the old-fashioned concerns there are two days of rest a 
month, on the Ist and 15th, but in many of the new and large 
mills a holiday is taken either every 7 or 10 days, and this enables 
the day and night shifts to alter. It is doubtful, however, whether 
the actual amount of work performed daring these long hours sur- 
passes what the British workman can do in a shorter time, because 
even where payment is by piece-work one does not find either the 
intensity of application or the high standard of skilfulness which a 
Western mill-manager demands. 

* Although in some mills there are precautions against fire, such 
as sprinklers and extinguishers, these have been installed more for 
the sake of obtaining cheaper rates for fire insurance than from a 
desire to protect the operatives. It is true that in cases of accident 
or death employers will generally pay hospital or funeral expenses, 
but there is a disregard for human safety which leads one to 
wonder that accidents are not more frequent. No doubt when 
factory laws are introduced they will be based to a certain extent 
on Western models, and it would appear almost unavoidable that 
the costs of production would be increased thereby.” 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 399 of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for 21st May last 
respecting the allowances made for errors in 
packing matches on importation into the Aus- 
tralian Commonwealth, the Board of Trade have 
now received information from the Representa- 
tive of the Commonwealth of Australia in London stating that 
match boxes may be marked as ‘not less than (say 60),” and 
an allowance for error of 10 per cent. will be allowed on such 
marking. 


Importation of 
Matches : 
Allowance for 
error in packing. 





DOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND. 


The “ New Zealand Gazette ” for 16th April last contains a 
Minister’s Order (No. 874), dated 14th April, 
1908, giving Customs decisions respecting the 
rates of duty leviable on various articles im- 
ported into the Dominion of New Zealand. 

The following are the principal decisions given in the Order :— 


Customs 
Decisions. 
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iy Rates of Import Duty on 
| Articles, the growth, pro- 
a ' duce or manufacture of 
Articles. sn 
‘ ' | Any part of 
i P series. the British 
é - “S | Dominions, 
Eyes, animals’, artificial 
fron, galvanized, bar and angle in ordinary | 
market lengths | > 485 Free Free 
Lenses for making cellar-pavement lights wilt 
Straw plait, imitation silk... J 
Beer cooling plant (claimed as part of aérating 
machine) big ..ad val. 197 30 % 20 % 
Brushes for flouring dressing ‘machines (im- 
ported separately) ... ..ad val. 261 873 % 25 % 
Electric detonator fuses (detonator caps with 
insulated wires attached) ... eee ode 486 Free Free 
Electric appliances, n.o.e., viz.— 
Holders for incandescent lamps...ad val, 190 30 % 20 % 
Electricians’ portable testing sets to mean; 
portable testing sets consisting of a sponge 
generator and ohm meter ... 381 Free Free 
Envelopes, lithographed with check or similar 
pattern to render them opaque _...ad val. 161 30 % 20 % 
Glass panels, fancy decorated, for doors, &e. 
ad val. 133 30 % 20 % 
Hatters’ black and white sarsenets and 
“china,” if cut into sizes not exceeding 
20 in. by 30 in. before importation or in 
bond, forhat making  .«. ene oe 297 Free Free 
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DOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND—continued. 




















Rates of Import Duty on 
Articles the growth, 
. Tariff produce or manufacture of 
Articles. N are 
um ber. A aoe 
Foreign a 
: the British 
Ceuntries — 
| * | Dominions. 
Lead traps and bends ... ooh ..ad val, 197 30% ° 20 % 
Machines, agricultural— 
Wool dumping machines ... oa om 
Wool presses ove me nea Free Free 
Machinery, n.0.e., viz.— 
Photo-enamelling and burnishing machine 
ad val, 196 30 % 20 % 
Motor cars, “ aoe or spare wheels for.. 434 Free Free 
Oil, ‘ Lincera ” os per gall. 222 2s. 4¢d. 2s. 
Scientific apparatus- -- 
Embedding-bath, for keeping diseased 
human tissues for aaengpent examina- 
tion ... oo oe 288 Free Free 
Shawls ... ad val. 98 25 % 25 % 
Slippers, felt, with carpet, twine or felt soles, 
although strapped whe ..ad val, 106 333 % 224 % 
Slippers with ‘‘ Vitalite” soles (claimed as 
carpet, twine or felt soles) ... ..ad val. 106 | 223% and | 15% and 
Tailors’ trimmings, viz.— 9d. the pair | 6d. the pair 
Russia braids, all kinds _... 307 Free Free 
Tubing, flexible, with small metal attach- 
ments to strengthen the ends ..ad val. 453 20 % Free 
Ultramarine blue ose dod 5 441 10 % Free 











BRITISH HONDURAS. 

The Board of Trade have received from the Colonial Secretary at 

Revised Belize a copy of the “ Tariff Ordinance, 1908 ” 

Customs Tariff (No. 6 of 1908), which was assented to by the 

‘ Governor of British Honduras on 30th April last. 

The present Ordinance repeals the Customs Tariff Ordinance 

No. 12 of 1904, but, at the same time, re-imposes, for the most part, 

the rates of duty which were previously leviable on various articles 
imported into the Colony. 

The following statement shows the alterations effected by the 

new ‘Tariff :— 





Import Duties, 








Articles. | — 
Old Rates. New Rates. 
Sugar, raw—the importation of which is not Cents. Cents. 
prohibited by any law for the time being 
in force in the Colony ose ... per 1b. 2 1} 


Articles imported for immediate use in the } } 
construction, extension or repair of any | | Not tariffed. 
building, to be used exclusively as a church Ulf classed as “ goods Free 
or school oes unenumerated,” 

Electrical machinery or parts thereof, in- | 10 % ad val. 
cluding batteries and charges ree 
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BRITISH HONDURAS — continued, 


The Ordinance also empowers the Governor to allow the free 
importation of any raw materials intended for use in any manufac- 
ture in which the produce of the Colony is used. 





EGYPT: 


The Egyptian ‘‘ Journal Officiel” for the 20th May contains the 
following revised Valuation Tariff for use in 


ain assessing Import duties on iron and _ steel 
Sn Ben ait Mined manufactures. The Tariff was to come into 
po ret force on the 16th May, and is to remain in 


operation for a period of five months (7.e., until 
the 15th October next) or until denunciation :— 











Valuation per kilogramme* 
Articles. : 
, Former. | New. 
! ; 
Milliemes.f | Milliémes.+ 
Iron and steel plates, ordinary, without mark (f), | 
4 in. thick and upwards— | 
British, and similar goods from all other countries 645 | 625 
Belgian and German, and similar goods from all 
other countries... 6°5 | 6); 
Iron and steel bars and angles, + and U, ordinary, | 
without mark ({)— | 
British, and similar goods from all other countries 54% | 5x5 
Belgian and German, and similar goods from all 
other countries... ove ove ove oes 545 | 52; 
Iron bars, Swedish... _ ~ oqe “- _ 105 10,5, 
Iron, pig... _ eee oes et ove oe 3y°5 | 3+ 
Iron hoops ... ove ove eee ove eee 74°5 7x5 
with holes... mn vee ee ee T5 75 
Steel “hoops .. see eee ace p00 ose Ix5 | 7x5 
x with holes... ove ees obs 8 | 715 
Galvanised sheets (B. G., 16 to 26) a 14 = 
Galvanised corrugated sheets (B. G., 16 to 26) wat 13 13 
Ordinary cast-iron pipes and fittings hin --. | ad valorem = ad valorem 
Studs (Benwill’s) new ... oo see oe oes 26 26 
- far pea ae ied ies 21 | 21 
5 small ove wel = 25 | 25 
Nails (French) 15 by 35 to 24 by 200 ... eee nt 10 | 835 
Iron and steel girders : 
British, and similar goods from all other countries 55 | 5y5 
Belgian and German, and similar goods from all 535 | 5a 
other countries _ a oe . | 








* Duty is leviable on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. The English 
ton is taken as equivalent to 1,016 kilogrammes. 

+ 1,000 milliemes = £E1 = 1/1. Os. 6d. 

t The duties on iron and steel wares bearing special marks are Jeviable ad valorem. 
The following are not regarded as special marks :—Siemens-Martin, 8. M. Thomas, 
the names of manufacturers without crown brands, or with a single crown brand, 
provided they do not indicate a special quality, as also all other marks of which 
notice is given by the importers, and which are accepted beforehand by the 
Customs. 
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EGY PT —continued. 


Iron tubes for gas, water and steam, and fittings therefor, and 
iron tubes for boilers, are assessed at various rates in accordance 
with certain trade lists from which discounts are allowed. 
Particulars with regard to these lists and discounts may be geen at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, E.C. 





EGYPT (SUDAN.) 


With reference to the notice which appeared at page 212 of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal” for the 2nd Novem- 
cons Dnebeall ber, 1905, respecting the valuation tariff for use 
Valuation Tariff, 2 2Ssessing royalties on certain products 

coming from any part of the Sudan, or 
imported into it in an unmanufactured condition, the ‘‘ Sudan 
Gazette” for the lst May contains the following revised valuation 
tariff for gums, which was to come into force on the 15th May :— 


Royalties on 





* Valuation ver kantar. 








| 
Kind of Gum. Ber 25 Vey) fs 
| Former. Present. 
+ PT. + PT. 
“Hashab” ... ane eae aed ied 60 70 
a ae _ ‘an 7 wae 50 55 
“ Taih ” eee éus eee oad mm? 40 45 











* Kantar=100 Rotl.=99 lbs. avoirdupois. + £EHI=100 piastres=£1 Os. 6d. 


The royalty on gum is levied at the rate of 20 per cent. 
ad valorem. 





NETHERLANDS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
a translation of a Decree of the Dutch Ministry 
ems , of Finance, dated the 9th May, 1908, re- 
. specting the Customs classification of isobarome- 
Isobarometrical sical drawing-off apparatus (2.e., apparatus for 
Apperenne. filling casks, etc.). The Decree provides that 
such apparatus used in beer breweries for filling beer casks may be 
admitted free of duty as factory implements. If, however, the 
apparatus is constructed for filling bottles, and can be applied 
outside breweries, as, for example, by beer bottlers, duty is to be 
levied thereon at the rate of 5 per cent. ad valorem. 











558 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [June 11, 1908. 





‘Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





FRANCE. 

The French “ Journal Officiel” for the 3lst May contains a 
Presidential Decree, dated the 30th May, fixing 
Livestock.Game 2° follows the quantities of beans, livestock, 
4 Poultry from 22™° and poultry of T'unisian origin which 
re eam may be imported from Tunis into France, free 
- of duty, between the Ist June, 1908 and the 

3lst May, 1909, under the special conditions prescribed by the 
Law of the 19th July, 1890* :— 


Imports of Beans, 


Beans nl ‘4 ha 80,000 quintals. 
Horses ia ies a he 1,300 head. 
Asses and mules ... bead how 1,300 _,, 
Oxen in Lote ek he: 
Sheep “a: ee a ree |) a 
Goats a ABs. ed ee: 1,000 _,, 
Pigs ot bi PP e 1,000 _,, 
Game, alive or dead (including 
wild boar, turtle, &c.) ... MS 1,500 kilogrammes. 
Poultry... io 8,000 x 


The Decree also fixes at 6,000,000 francs the total value of 
goods of Tunisian origin not specified in Articles 1 and 2 of the 
above-mentioned Law, which may be imported into France during 
the same period at the lowest rates of duty leviable on similar 
foreign products. 





PORTUGAL. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
information to the effect that in virtue of a 
Law published on 8th June, an amount of not 
more than 2,000 tons of rye purchased on 

Government account is to be admitted into 

Portugal free of Customs duty until the end of the present month. 


Temporary Duty- 
free Admission 
of Rye. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copies of two recent ‘ Food Inspection Deci- 
slg BA sions”? (Nos. 91 and 92) issued by the Board 
arusaageryg ti ~ of Food and Drug Inspection, United States 
ling of ae Department of Agriculture. 
poms om Decision No. 91 states that the Board is of 
greener: we opinion that the term ‘ Mocha,” as applied to 
Copper. Gatts. coffee, should be restricted to coffee grown in 
that part of Arabia to the north and east of Hodeidah, known as 


Yemen. 


Food Inspection 





* To obtain the benefit of the privileged treatment accorded by this Law, the 
goods must be imported direct (i.¢., without calling at any intermediate port) ina 
French ship, and must be accompanied by properly authenticated certificates of 
origin. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


Decision No. 92 recalls the fact ‘that it has been decided that 
foods greened with copper salts are not entitled to entry into the 
United States under the provisions of Section 11 of the Food 
and Drugs Act. Inasmuch, however, as contracts have already 
been made for the present year’s pack, all vegetables greened with 
copper salts, but which do not contain an excessive amount of 
copper and which are otherwise suitable for food, will be allowed 
entry into the United States, until January Ist, 1909, if the label 
bears the statement that sulphate of copper or other copper salts 
have been used to colour the vegetables. On and after January 
Ist, 1909, no foods greened with copper salts will be allowed entry 
into the United States. 





COLOMBIA: 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 525 of the 
Abolition of “Board of ‘Trade Journal” for the 12th 
River Freight December last, respecting certain navigation 
andl Wistines dues charged on the Magdalena and other 

D Colombian rivers, the Board of Trade are now 

eri in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
translation of a Colombian Decree abolishing freight and manifest 
dues on national produce intended for exportation or for home 
consumption. 

As regards imported goods, the Decree suppresses river freight 
and manifest dues in the case of machinery destined for use in 
national industries, and imported in a quantity exceeding 1,000 
kilogs. in weight, and also in the case of steel, iron, copper, zinc, 
and lead materials for use in national industries. 


The Board of Trade have also received, through the Foreign 
Reduction of Office, a copy of a Decree of the President of 
ea neecede Colombia providing for the gradual reduction 


gyre on of the consumption duty on tobacco of Colombian 
: - ae production from 15 to 10 centavos per kilog. 
iuaeeen? A translation of this Decree may be seen by 


persons interested at the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 
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RUSSIA. 
With reference to the notice on pp. 33-4 of the “ Board of 
Postal and Pas- awe Saarne ” of hype SP oRp pe artiny 
Senger Steamship | 2088 Gos lav subsidies for the establish- 
clined ion Aen ment of steamship services, H.M. Embassy at 
St. Petersburg reports that, at a meeting of tl 
Rivers of the . biggest ee 
ice? Mieke Russian Council of Ministers held on the 20th 
‘May, a proposal of the Minister of Ways 
and Communications, which will subsequently be submitted to 
the Imperial Duma for confirmation, for a fast regular steam- 
ship service on the rivers of the Amur basin, was approved. A 
contract for such a service, made in 1898, expires next year. 
Under the new proposal a contract is to be concluded, on the 
expiry of the present one, for a period of from five to ten years for 
a fast postal and passenger steamship service, with some company 
of sound standing, on the most favourable terms obtainable. The 
Government, states H.M. Embassy, are prepared to offer a subsidy 
at the rate of one rouble per verst of distance covered on the Amur 
and Shilka rivers, provided that the total annual grant does not 
exceed 305,500 roubles (about 32,250/.). 





FRANCE. 

The French “Journal Officiel” of the 29th and 30th May 

publishes a Presidential decree authorising the 

OMisial — _ establishment of a service of motor cars in the 

— ae Departments of the Orne and Calvados. This, 

ol aia H.M. Embassy at Paris points out, is the first 

‘official authorisation of a motor car service on 

the public roads in France. 

The “ Journal” may be seen, by persons interested, at the Com- 

mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C. 





AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


H.M. Consul-General at Budapest (Mr. F. 8. Clarke) reports that 
the Minister of Agriculture recently laid before 


BS me son of the Chamber of Deputies a Bill relating to the 
Hungarian construction and improvement of waterways in 
Waterways Hungary, whereby it is proposed to carry out 

ong certain specified regulation-works on the rivers 


Danube, Theisz, Drave and Save, and on their affluents, the March, 
Waag, Sid, Temes, Szamos, Bodrog, Sajé, Kérés, Maros, Bega, Mur 
and Kulpa, besides such improvements as may be thought necessary 
in the economic interests of the country on Lake Balaton and other 
rivulets and streams. A credit of 192,000,000 crowns (8,000,000/.) 
in the shape of a public works loan is asked for, out of which sum 
not more than 5 per cent. is to be apportioned to the regulation of 


rivulets and streams not specially mentioned in the Bill. If the 
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proposed loan be sanctioned,.a sum of 7,500,000 crowns (312,5001.) 
would, beginning from 1908, be assigned annually in the budget 
of the Department interested under the heading of “ loans for the 
construction of waterways.” 

The largest sums of the loan are apportioned as follows:— 
56,000,000 crowns (2,533,533/.) for the Danube, 20,360,000 
crowns (848,3331.) for the Theisz, 19,490,000 crowns (812,083/.) 
for the Drave, 6,000,000 crowns (250,0001.) for the Save, 
12,100,000 crowns (504,167/.) for the Maros. The result, according 
to the Minister of Agriculture, of the works proposed would be to 
increase the’ length of navigable rivers and streams to a total of 
4,260°25 kilometres. 

Among the improvements intended to be undertaken in the 
capital itself are the completion of the New-Pest harbour, the rais- 
ing to a higher level of the quay between New-Pest and the 
Margaret Island Bridge, &c., &c. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

H.M. Consul at New Orleans (Mr. H. T. C. Hunt) reports, with 
regard to pilotage charges at that port, that 
pilots belonging to the New Orleans Bar Pilots 
Association will in future guide vessels from 
the sea up to the city quays at the same rate of pilotage as is now 
charged for taking them over the bar at the mouth of the river. 
The pilotage charged at present for bringing a vessel from the 
mouth of the river to her berth alongside the quay is 45 cents per 
ton. ‘The same amount is paid for taking her over the bar out. to 
sea, or 9 cents from quay to ocean. It is said that the new 
arrangement will result in a saving of 20,000/. to the shipping 
resorting to New Orleans. 


Pilotage Charges 
at New Orleans. 





PERU. 
H.M. Consul-General at Callao (Mr. L. J. Jerome), writing on the 
P subject of harbour conditions at that port, 
ort Conditions Terie ogy” ae £ Call: 
at ilo states that the Varsena, or wharves of Uall a0, 
are wholly inadequate to the modern require- 
ments of the port, and that there has been, in consequence, an 
extraordinary amount of accumulation of merchandise. Vessels 
have been detained in 1907 from five to seven weeks before they 
could get alongside to discharge their cargo. 

It is only fair, the Consul-General continues, to the Callao 
Muelle-Darsena Company to add that the loss of time and demur- 
rage is not wholly their fault. ‘The railway companies are deficient 
in rolling-stock and yards, and the Custom-house, too, is respon- 
sible for much dilatoriness, but this is now being enlarged and 
improved. Before Callao, however, can cope with the requirements 
of the trade of the port, not only will the dock require considerable 
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enlargement, but larger bonded freight yards will have to be 
provided. As things are, the dock company throws all the blame 
on the railways, and these on the dock company, and both on the 
stevedores. ‘The last-named have it all their own way and are in 
a constant state of strike or threatening to strike, the authorities 
seeming powerless to protect independent labour, since the Callao 
stevedores form a union which enjoys a positive monopoly, making 
it impossible for any independent labour to be obtained. They 
work only when and as long as they please, and merchants and 
shipowners are both helpless and hopeless. At times the accumula- 
tion is appalling—goods which arrived in November, 1907, not 
being despatched by the end of March, 1908. 

Similar congestion is said to exist at Mollendo and all along the 
coast. 





MANCHURIA, 


The following particulars of wharf charges and port conditions at 

Wharf Charges Dairen are extracted from a despatch received 

and Port at the Foreign Office from the British Vice- 

Conditions at Consul at that port (Mr. H.G. Parlett). The 

ai management of the port is in the hands of the 

; South Manchuria Railway Company, who 

undertake stevedoring, warehousing, and all work in connection 

therewith. 

Wharf charges. — The charge for putting general cargo over a 

ship’s side is 15 sen* per ton, but in the case of heavy or there 
is a sliding scale, as follows :— 


Yen.* 

Heavy rails, &c., under 1 ton, per ton ... ; bec oes 0°30 
» and bulky cargo under 3 tons, per ton.. i phe 0°50 

” ” ” 5 ” eee eee eee 1-00 

” ” 9? 10 eh $9 eee eee eee 1°50 

” 99 *9 15 $9 By ese eee eee 2°00 

99 99 99 20 $9 9 ee eee eee 3° 00 

30 gs ot 4°00 


” 9 99 
NotTe.— These charges are for cargo landed with . the ship’ $ gear,’ 


* 100 sen = 1 yen = 2s. 03d. 


The South Manchuria Railway Company reserve the right to 
decide whether cargo shall be ‘calculated by dead weight or by 
cubic capacity. 

Harbour conditions.—In the harbour vessels drawing 24 feet of 
water can be berthed quite close to the breakwater. Within a 
mile to the north there is a depth of 44 to 43 fathoms at L.w.o.s.T. 
available for anchorage. The bottom is of soft mud. At the 
south-east corner of the harbour and inside the breakwater are 
two parallel quays—built originally by the Russians—at which 
accommodation can be found for twelve ships. The berths are 
numbered A to L. The west quay is 1,952 feet in length and 
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357 ft. in width, while the east quay, which is in course of 
completion, has at the present moment 1,065 feet available for the 
use of shipping. ‘The base between the two quays measures 
1,225 feet. Vessels drawing from 18 feet to 30 feet of water can 
be moored at L.w.o.s.T. alongside the quays, which are furnished 
with a certain number of warehouses and with railway connection, 
but with no appliances for handling cargo. The breakwater is 
somewhat out of repair; while certain of the berths at the wharf 
itself are so exposed to the north and north-west winds, which are 
the prevailing winds of winter, as to render it occasionally neces- 
sary for ships to cast off and to anchor in the stream. The har- 
bour is also to a certain extent frozen during the severest part of 
winter, but hitherto the ice has not proved a really serious or 
lasting obstruction to navigation. 

Dock.—The port contains one dry dock, the property of the 
railway company. Its dimensions are as rolows : Extreme 
length, 422 ft. 1 in.; length at bottom, 381 ft. 1 in.; breadth at 
entrance, 42 ft. 11 in. (at bottom) ; height of sill ie bottom of 
dock, 2 ft. 10 in.; depth on sill at high water 0.s.T., 19 ft. 9 in. 





MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 
FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


The following statement, showing the weight of tin and tin ore 
(tin exported in the form of ore having been 

Tin Exports. taken at 70 per cent. of the gross weight of 
the ore) exported from the Federated “Malay 

States during the three months January to March, 1907 and 1908, 


9 


; taken from the “ Selangor Government Gazette ” :—- 


| Three months ended Three aiainiad i, 

















| March, 1907. March, 1908. 
State. Tia | Tin 
. Exported | - Rxported | 
Tin, lin the form Total. Tin. in the form Total. 
of Ore. of Ore. 
\ 
Pikuls. | Pikuls. | Pikuls -Pikuls, | Pikuls, | Pikuls, 
Perak . + se 29,840 | (9,356 | 98,696) 17,247| 103,419 | 120,666 
Selangor... | 22,848 | 41,596 | 64 ,444||  8,388| 67,598 | 75,986 
Negri Sembilan ...| 9,694. | 7,876 | 17,570] 7498 | 9 632 17,125 
Pahang st SoS ee 4,399 | 7,788 | 2:949| 5,491 | 8,440 
tial 
scsi resi 65,216 | 123,227 Ketan | 36,077, 186,140 | 222,217 








NOTE.—1 Pikul = 1334 lb. 
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YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 195 of the “ Board of Trade 
Siicsateten te betion Journal” of the 23rl April respecting an agree- 
é ' ment among Boston wool dealers to refuse wool 

Oe Te Ee a ey bate: tha ‘Roatan © Ween 
fish Ciao tied with sisal twine, the Boston vening 
Transcript” of the 22nd May states that at 
a meeting of the wool merchants of that city, held at the 
office of the American Woollen Company for the purpose of 
further discussing the matter, it was unanimously resolved to 
discriminate against the growers using this twine. The American 
Woollen Company have, it is stated, positively decided not to buy 

wool tied in this manner. 





AGRICULTURE: 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
Corn Prices. the week ended the 6th June, 1908, were as 
follows :— 
Wheat ... vs T js) SO ~ Tak, 
Barley ... ee pes ». 208 10d. 
i on _ . 18s. 4d. 
For further particulars see p. 570. 





NATAL. 


The “ Natal Government Gazette” of 12th May publishes a state- 
ment of the conditions under which, from the 


. 28th May, the Government were prepared to 
a — receive citrus fruit grown for export to the 
ss London market, at the Government Fruit 


Agency, Durban. 
The “ Gazette ” may be seen by versons interested at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 
—) ’ ? — 
‘ Le a 
Street, E.C. 





ITALY (SICILY). 


With reference to the notice on p. 312 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of the 7th May respecting the olive 
wears ee ae crop of Sicily, the British Vice-Consul at 
ey Messina (Mr. A. J. Ogston) reports that the 

olive oil crop in that province in 1907 was on the whole good in 
quantity, though somewhat inferior in quality, with some excep- 
tions. The total output amounted to approximately 180,000 metric 
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quintals, or 18,000 metric tons, of which 14,400 tons were edible 
and 3,600 tons for burning and industrial purposes. The oil of the 
first quality, which sold at 90 ct. per kilo., or 4d. per lb., was 
exported to Russia, the United States, Great Britain, Sweden and 
Spain, and that of the second quality was sold at 70 ct. per kilo. or 
about 3d. per lb. This latter is little superior to the third quality, 
or machinery oil, which was exported in 1907-8 to Great Britain, 
Austria, Holland and the United States. High prices prevailed, 
partly owing, it is said, to the large quantities ordered beforehand 
by emigrants to the United States. The olives are grown in 
Messina by private individuals, there being no large associations. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (PHILIPPINE ISLANDS). 
The Acting British Consul-General in Manila (Mr. H. Horne) 


Shortage of Rice eats : noxsane. momen? in the rice crops of 
Crop. the Uippine Islands, necessitating a large 
importation from Saigon. In August and 
September the crop promised to be better than the previous one, 
but the months of October and November were very dry in the 
chief rice-producing provinces, with the disastrous result of a 
shortage of 45 to 50 per cent. A large portion of the damaged 
crop would have been saved under a properly organised system of 
irrigation, and the Government have now taken the matter in hand, 
the sum of 50,000/. being appropriated for the purpose of 
examining local conditions and establishing a satisfactory system. 
Successful results are expected before the close of the year. 





MEXICO. 


Adverting to the article on pp. 632-4 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of the 28th March, 1907, giving 

ar een ee particulars of the guayule rubber industry of 
aneneey. Mexico, H.M. Legation there now reports, on 
the authority of an American expert who has been studying the 
industry, that there is only about 400,000 tons of guayule now in 
existence in the Republic, either standing in its native soil, or at 
the extraction plants, or on the way to the plants for extraction. 
The scarcity has become so marked that the most remote districts 
are now being searched for the plant, and the Bolson de Mapimi 
district is being thoroughly gone over, and the guayule gathered 
and delivered under contract to the Continental Rubber Company 
of Mexico. This district, lying between the Sierra Mojada and 
Torreon, is practically the last remaining one where there is 
guayule in any quantity, and the remainder of the 400,000 tons 
has long since been purchased by various extracting companies at 
from 21. 10s. to 71. 10s. per ton. The purchases at the lower 
prices were made before the landowners realised the value of the 
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shrub or were aware of the improbability of the plant reproducing 
itself in a short time. It is a practical certainty, according to the 
expert, that with the consumption of the existing supply, the 
industry will go into decay. 

It had been hoped that experiments would be made by persons 
interested, in the production, planting of seed and joining it with 
some kindred plant to accelerate its growth, so that a period of but 
four or five years would be necessary for the plant to reach the 
proper size for extraction. This, it is said, could be effected by 
grafting the guayule upon some kindred plant, the roots of which 
would furnish the tops with a greater flow of sap and consequently 
result in more rapid growth, but this has not, to the expert’s 
knowledge, yet been attempted, although, in his opinion, it is the 
only hope for the future of the industry. 





PERU. 


The following notes on the cotton industry in Peru have been received 
from H.M. Consul-General at Callao (Mr. L. J. 
Cotton Industry. Jerome) :— 
The best Peruvian cotton is grown near 
Piura and is shipped from Paita. The most recent available figures 
of the exports thence are for the year 1906, when they amounted 
to 5,676,598 kilos., valued at 160,9201., as compared with 4,713,627 
kilos. (97, 3921.) in 1905 and 2, 713; 268 kilos. (58,581/.) in 1904. 

The varieties of cotton cultivated in Peru are the Egyptian or 
‘‘Gossypium herbaceum ” grown in the Valley of Lima and Ica, the 
plantations being found from the seashore to some 60 miles 
inland, the ‘‘ Gossypium Peruvianum ” or native cotton grown near 
Piura and Ica, and the ‘ Gossypium carbardense ” with its varieties 
known as Sea Island and Mitafifi, grown near Huacho and Supe. 

The kinds of cottons from Peru best known on the British markets 
are the full rough Peruvian, which comes from Piura, and the 
moderate rough, which is produced in Ica and exported from Pisco. 
The exports of cotton from the port of Pisco during the years 1904-6 
were 2,788,905 kilos. (81,891/.), 2,700,600 kilos. (76,663/.), and 
2,531,697 kilos. (54,123/.) respectively, while those from the 
neighbouring port of Tambo de Mora amounted to 2,233,631 
kilos. (58,364/.), 3,353,608 kilos. (77,695/.), and 5,009,545 kilos. 
(79,7661.) respectively. 

In the report of the Minister of Finance (Sefior A. B. Leguia) 
made to the Peruvian Congress in 1907, the total cotton exports from 
Peru for the years 1904-6 are stated to have amounted to 
12,933,999 kilos. (304,639/.), 17,886,187 kilos. (412,623/.), and 
23,253,090 kilos. (470,825/.) respectively. 

The Consul-General is informed that the crop in 1907 was larger 
and better than in 1906 and that the prospects for the 1908 crop 








June 11, 1908. ] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 567 





Agriculture. 





are very promising: it is, in fact, expected to exceed that of 1907 
in every respect. 

He adds that the larger and more important plantations have 
modern ginning machines and hydraulic baleing presses. 

Cotton seed and oil cake are exported to Europe, while the oil is 
used locally in the manufacture of soap. : 





MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 4th June, 1908, 
Cotton Statistics. was 22,569 (including 126 bales British West 
Indian and 184 bales British West African), 
and the number imported during the twenty-three weeks ended 
the 4th June was 1,932,651 (including 6,247 bales British West 
Indian and 3,589 bales British West African). As regards exports, 
the figures are, for the week ended the 4th June, 1908, 6,571 bales, 
and for the twenty-three weeks, 236,106 bales. 
For further details see p. 570. 


A return showing the number of bales of cotton imported and 
exported, forwarded from ports to inland towns, and returned to 
ports during the month and five months ended 3lst May, 1908, 
will be found on p. 569. 


The Board of Trade have been notified by the Post Office that, on 
and after the Ist October next, the rate of 
letter postage to the United States will be the 
same as that to the Colonies, viz., a penny per 
ounce throughout the scale. 


Penny Postage 
to the 
United States. 





NATAL, 


Referring to the notice on p. 396 of the ‘“ Board of Trade J —, 
, of 20th February last, respecting the propos 
Establishment of » o.tablishment of a “airs, rere sideatey in 
mane eeiing Natal, the Board of Trade Correspondent at 
Tadustey. Durban (Mr. A. D. C. Agnew) now reports 
that a company has been formed, with a capital of 8,500J., for the 
establishment of this industry. Arrangements have been made to 
begin construction at once. It is proposed to deal with 200 
pigs weekly at first, but provision is being made for the extension 
of the works to meet an anticipated increase in supplies. 
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Miscellaneous. 








NEWFOUNDLAND. 

The Assistant Collector of Customs in Newfoundland reports that 
the seal fishery this year commenced on the 10th 
Seal Fishery. March and concluded on the 7th May. 213,863 
seals, weighing 4,537 tons, and of the net value 
of 375,442I1., were brought in, showing a decrease of 31,188 seals, 
1,333 tons in weight, and 80,7677. in value. The weather during 

the first four weeks was unusually stormy, and the ice floe heavy. 


COLOMBIA. 
Referring to the announcement on p. 45 of the “ Board of Trade 
Abolition of Journal” of 2nd April last, of the abolition of 
the Government monopoly of hides in Colombia, 





a H.M, Minister at Bogota (Mr. F. W. Stronge) 
aed, ° has now forwarded a copy and translation 


of the decree suppressing this monopoly, from 
which it appears that the abolition took effect from the 1st May. 
In substitution therefor, the decree provides for a tax on all cattle 
slaughtered for food, viz., for every bull 2°50 dols., and for every 
cow 8 dols. In the former district of the Meta and in the 
Province of Casanare, where the revenue is sub-let, the present 
decree does not come into force until the respective contracts shall 
have expired. 





URUGUAY. 
H.M. Minister at Montevideo (Mr. R. J. Kennedy, C.M.G.) reports 


that a new Uruguayan law relating to the 


— taxation of foreign insurance firms has been 
hence enacted this year; as it forms part of the 
Companies. Budget Law it is consequently liable to yearly 


revision. By this new law foreign companies 
must pay, in addition to the annual licence of 400 dols., the 
following tax, viz., fire companies 9 per cent., marine companies 
4 per cent., and life companies 2 per cent., as against 2 per cent. 
paid by national fire and marine companies and } per cent. paid 
by national life companies. Moreover, foreign companies must 
hold locally either in bonds or real estate the following amounts :— 


Dollars. 
Fire companies... vt ” ... 930,000 
Marine companies ... ee “be ... 20,000 
Life companies a e 20,000 


Mr. Kennedy states that several British companies already hold 
real property in Uruguay to much larger amounts than that 
required by the new law, and that those who do not possess such 
property can without difficulty or risk obtain good investments in 
that country, paying 5 or 6 per cent. Mortgages, for example, on 
real property in Uruguay never exceed half the value of the 
property mortgaged, and the interest is payable in advance. 

Nvte.—Uruguayan dollar = about 4s. 3d. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns.—May, 1908. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported, 
Forwarded from Ports to Inland Towns, and Returned to Ports 
during the Month and Five Months ended 3lst May, 1908, compared 
with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1907. 


































































































Five MONTHS ENDING 
MONTH OF MAY. Siew Mat. 
eee Fv i | 
1908, | 1907, 1908. | 1907. 
| IMPORTS.* 
American one oe | 108,768 260,190 | 1,448,625 | 2,145,762 
Brazilian eee | 46 9908 || 14,942 | 130,681 
East Indian... sib 9,794 15,389 | 61,375 | 86,262 
Egyptian ay ee 31,552 || 229.3298 | 269,932 
Miscellaneous ... xs | 8,967t 26,204 87,454¢ | 60,197 
| 
SE vias 157,814 343,243 || 1,791,724 | 2,692,834 
EXPORTS.* 
American eae pe 27 ,876 20,550 151,474 128,985 
Brazilian _ sie 154 1,926 1,671 11,666 
East Indian ... ai 4,614 2,783 13,173 20,071 
Egyptian ee ths 6,318 5,938 47,338 85,171 
Miscellaneous ... we 237 1,224 | 2,595 6,202 
| 
oe Cee 39,199 $2,421 || 221,251 252,095 
FORWARDED from PorRTs to INLAND Towns. 
American aici 243,950 262,725 || 1,800,338 1,449,325 
Brazilian wi wa 2,614 10,290 | 16,647 62,968 
East Indian eee eee 4,679 7,278 | 25,292 32,280 
Egyptian ne aide 28,767 23,043 | 160,173 182,890 
Miscellaneous ... 1. 5,464 7,964 | 21,410 34,090 
| 
ae 285,470 311,300 | 1,523,860 1,761,553 
FORWARDED from INLAND Towns to PoRTs, 
American. ae 7 41 | 205 199 
Brazilian one ola» _ — wie 
a Indian eee eee — — — — 
gyptian ° eee —_ = —_ _ 
Miscellaneous eee eee — 6 | 20 171 
Seale 7 47 | 295 370 

















* Cotton “in transit” or “for transhipment under bond,” if described as such in the 
shizs’ reports, is not included. 
f Including 969 bales British West Indian and 1,370 bales British West African. 


” 5,887 ” " ” 3,237 sD ” 9 





970 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 








[June 11, 1908. 





Cotton Returns—continued. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
gee te of the United Kingdom during the week and 23 weeks ended 
4th June, 1908 :— 



































Week ended nitro Week ended| 9 "Weeks 
—— 4th June, 4th J 4th June, on 
1908. ’ une, 1908 4th June, 
1908. : 1908. 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American ‘ie ste wisi 13,616 1,568,959 2,711 161,149f 
Brazilian se@e eee eee — 18,323 275 2,046 
East Indian ... aes wee 329 61,491 1,750 19,946 
Egyptian aoe ne nee 6,234 241,143 1,626 50;162 
Miscellaneous oe ae 2,390* 42,735+ 209 2,803 
an o> . 22,569 1,932,651 6,571 236,106 




















* Including 126 bales British West Indian and 184 bales British West African. 


9 6,247 2? ” 9? 3,589 39 2? 9? 29 
t Amended. 
NoTE.—Cotton ‘tin transit” or “ for transhipment under bond,” if described 
as such in the ships’ reports, is not included in this return, 





Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure.* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 6th June, 1908, and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882, _ 











Average Price. 

Wheat. Barley. Oats. 

&. @ ae & @ 

Week ended 6th June, 1908... ne oe See | 25 10 18 4 
Corresponding week in— 

1901 ... oes ove cos - oe 24 «O 19 7 

1902 ... ove eos cee eee 80 11 238 «8 22 8 

1903 ... eee cee ° os 37. 8 at. SG 18 7 

1904 ... ce ove ove ove wi ao 18 5 16 10 

1905 ... oes eee ove eee mia 24 O 18 Ill 

1906 ... nie ce Ses ove | ww § 23 4 19 11 

1907 ... ove eee -_ ove ioot ae 8 24 #7 20 7 














* Section $ of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial — for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of May, 1908, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased ata cost, in the present instance, 
of 1s. 4d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1906, in two 
volumes and a Supplement, may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 8d. 
for the first volume, 3s. 4d. for the second volume, and 3s. 9d. for 
the Supplement, at any of the addresses enumerated above. This 
publication, which contains much more detailed and exhaustive 
information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, gives 
Abstract Tables for the years 1902-1906, and detailed statements 
of imports and exports of each article (from and to each country) 
in the first volume, in the second volume details as to customs 
revenue, transhipments, and articles in bond, and particulars of 
the trade of the United Kingdom with each foreign country, and 
in the Supplement, Abstract and detailed tables showing countries 
of consignment of imports, and countries of ultimate destination 


of exports. 
BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


The “ Board of Trade Labour Gazette”* is published by the 
Board of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are 
among the more important articles which appear in the May 
issue :—State of the Labour Market in April; Number of 
workpeople employed in Non-Textile Factories, 1904 ; Co-operative 
Production and Distribution in Ireland in 1906; Recent Concilia- 
tion Cases ; Railway Conciliation Boards ; and Report of Central 
(Unemployed) Body for London, 1906-7. 

FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following is a réswmé of some of the more interesting sub- 
jects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series issued 
since the last number of the “‘ Board of Trade Journal ” :— 

ANNUAL SERIES. 
Trade of the Consular District of Berlin for the 
Year 1907. 


No. 4,001. 





Increase of national wealth. 

Prices of raw materials and 
food. 

Statistics and general fea- 
tures of German foreign trade 
in 1907. 

German trade with the 
United Kingdom. 


Coal, iron, steel, zinc, potash, 
cement, machinery, motor car, 
&c., production. 

Notes on the electrical, che- 
mical, textile and sugar indus- 
tries. 





* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price 1d. 
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No. 4,002. Trade of Corfu for the Year 1907. 


A large decrease in the ex- copper, yarns, paper, fruit, 
ports, but an increase in the petroleum, &c. 
imports. Discovery of iron. 

Notes and statistics on the Freight rates from Corfu. 
production of olive oil, and Details of the harbour. 
remarks on the imports of Average rate of exchange for 
coal, fish, iron, sulphate of sight bills. 


Reports on the trade of Zante and Cephalonia are appended. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Reports from the following British Colonies have been issued by 
the Colonial Office since the last number of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” viz.:— | 
No. 557. East Africa Protectorate. 
» 098. Uganda Protectorate. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
Patents, Designs and Trade Marks. Twenty-fifth Report of the 


Comptroller-General. 156. Price 3d. 


This report deals with the work of the Patent Office during the 
year 1907. The number of applications for patents and for 
registration of designs and trade marks during that year, as com- 
pared with the two preceding years, is shown by the following 
table :— 








nena | 1905. | 1906. | 1907. 
| 
Patents— 
Applications 27,578 30,030 29,040 
Specifications — 
Provisional ... 19.863 21,025 19,630 
Complete 18,806 18,243 18,893 
Sealed ... 14,786 14,707 16,272 
Designs— 
Applications ... 23,938 22,001 24,923 
Registered 23,138 21,212 24.039 
Trade Marks— 
Applications 10,521 11,414 10,796 
Registered 4,261 4,731 6,255 

















Imports and Exports at Prices of 1900. ‘ables showing for each 
of the years 1900-1907 the estimated value of the Imports and 
Exports of the United Kingdom at the prices prevailing in 1900, 
with an Introductory Memorandum. [Cd. 4,115.] Price 24d. 


This return, which has been prepared in the Commercial, 
Labour and Statistical Department of the Board of Trade, is 
issued in continuation and extension of that issued last year 
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(Cd. 3,446, 1907) in which a detailed comparison was made in 
respect of each year since 1900 between the values of the various 
groups of imports and exports as actually declared and the estimated 
values of such groups based on the average values obtaining in 1900. 
The object of this series of returns is to eliminate as far as possible 
the effect of the fluctuation of prices, and so secure a basis for a 
closer comparison between the volume of imports and exports in 
each year. 

The following table summarises the results of this investigation :— 


a —— ——— ee <n ee — —_—- ——— ee ee 
_ — 


Exports of Produce and 
Imports. | Manufactures of the 
United Kingdom. 





Exports of Foreign ar d 
Colonial Meichandise, 





Year. 











| Estimated | | Estimated | Kstimated 
Valuesas | Valuesat | Valuesas | Valuesat | Valuesas | Values at 
declared. | pricesof | declared. | pricesof | declared. | prices of 
| 1900, | | 1900. 1900, 
ee £ eed es Eee £ 


1900...| 523,075,000} 523,075,000) 291,192,000! 291,192,000] 63,182,000) 63,182,000 
1901...| 521,990,000, 538,932,000} 280,022,000! 294,041,000) 67,842,000] 69,028,000 
1902...) 528,391,000) 551,585,000) 283,424,000] 312,159,000) 65,815,000) 67,617,000 
1903...) 542,600,000) 558,688,000) 290,800,000! 320,504,000 69,574,000) 69,946,000 
1904...| 551,039,000} 563,726,000, 300,711,000} 327,449,000 70,304,000] 69,340,000 
1905...| 565,020,000! 573,762,000 329,817,000; 359,890,000 77,780,000; 74,761,000 
1906...| 607,888,000} 588,806,000! 375,575,000] 386,917,090 85,102,000} 75,319,000 
1907... 645,904,000 599,592,000) 426,205,0.0| 416,973,000) 91,972,000} 79,182,000 


' 











—_—_—- — ————-— — —_-_ - —_——_—_.-——— 


Commercial No. 4 (1908). Return showing the Countries between 
which Commercial Treaties were in force on 1st January, 1908. 


[Cd. 4,080.] Price 544. 


East India (Progress and Condition). Statement exhibiting the 
Moral and Material Progress and Condition of India during the year 
1906-7. 145. Price 1s 8d. 


This publication is prepared in the India Office from a large 
number of annual reports received from India, and deals with the 
administration, finance, public works, education, trade, &c., of the 
country. ‘Tables of the net revenue and expenditure in the several 
provinces and a statement showing the number of municipalities 
in British India, their receipts and their expenditure for the year 
1906-7, are appended to the report. 


Passengers to and from places out of Europe, April. [Cd. 
3,972-III.] Price 3d. 

This return shows the numbers and nationalities of the pas- 
sengers that left, or arrived in, the United Kingdom for or from 
places out of Kurope; and the net balance of such passengers 
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outward or inward, during the month and four months ended 
the 30th April, 1908, compared with the corresponding periods in 
1907. 

During the four months ended the 30th April, 1908, the total 
number (provisional) of passengers that left the United Kingdom 
for places out of Europe was 109,668, as compared with 182,733 
during the corresponding period of 1907, and the total number 
(provisional) that arrived in the United Kingdom from places out 
of Europe during the first four months of 1908, was 104,088, as 
compared with 50,931 during the corresponding period of 1907. 
The balance of the total movement shows that the number of pas- 
sengers that left the United Kingdom for places out of Europe 
exceeded the number of passengers that arrived in the United 
Kingdom from places out of Europe by 5,580 during the first four 
months of 1908, as compared with a similar excess of 131,802 
during the corresponding period of 1907. 


Banking and Railway Statistics, Lreland. December, 1907. 
[Cd. 4,092.] Price 7d. 


This is a report on the banking and railway statistics of Ireland 
for the half-year ended 3lst December, 1907, issued by the 
Department of Agriculture and ‘lechnical Instruction for Ireland. 
As regards banks and banking, the report states (1) the deposits 
and cash balances in joint stock banks, (2) the deposits in post 
office and trustees’ savings banks in Ireland, (3) the amount of the 
Government Funds, India stocks, guaranteed land stock, and war 
stock upon which dividends are payable at the Bank of Ireland, 
(4) the note circulation of the Irish Banks of Issue, and (5) the 
development of co-operative credit associations in Ireland. As 
regards railways; the report states (1) the weekly traffic receipts, 
(2) the total traffic in passengers and goods and the receipts 
therefrom, (3) the total authorised share and loan capital, etce., 
and (4) the total expenditure, rolling stock, &c. Two statistical 
diagrams are included in the report to illustrate, respectively, the 
growth of Irish banking since the year 1861, and the weekly 
receipts of Irish railways in the years 1906 and 1907. 
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The Commeroial Intelligence Branoh of the Board of Trade. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade (No. 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to he a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and classified in a form 
convenient for reference, and: at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. On application being made to it either 
personally or by letter, the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz. : Commercial 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and 
Customs Regulations ; Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular 
lines of business in different localities; Foreign and Colonial 
Contracts open to Tender ; Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade 
Products ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers, &c., &c. There is a Sample Room at the 
offices of the Branch, where, in addition to samples illustrative of 
reports of H.M. Consuls or of the Correspondents or Special 
Commissioners of the Board of Trade, specimens of special interest 
that may be received from India, the Colonies, &., are exhibited 
from time to time. The Governments of India, Canada, Queens- 
land, Transvaal and Orange River Colony have established, in 
proximity to the Commercial Intelligence Branch, at 73, Basinghall 
Street, special offices for dealing with trade matters (see below). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. ‘The ‘‘Journal” is issued weekly at the price of 3d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C. ; in Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd ; 
and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies 
may also be obtained from Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, 
Cornhill, E.C. 





Special Indian and Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices. 

India.—An India Trade Enquiry Office has been established 
at 73, Basinghall Street, H.C., for the purpose of supplying 
information as to the commercial products, manufactures and 
trades of British India. An India Office official is in daily 
attendance to answer personal or written enquiries. The current 
publications of the Government of India dealing with Indian trade 
statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic products, &c., are kept 
in the office, and can be consulted free: the various Indian 
Directories are also filed. 

Canada.—The Canadian Government have opened an office at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C., under the designation of “Canadian 
Government City Trade Branch.” A Canadian representative 
attends daily to deal with enquiries and applications regarding 
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SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES—continued, 
Canadian import and export trade, and to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 

Victoria.—The Government of Victoria (Australia) have an 
extensive and varied collection of products of the State on view 
at the Show Room of their London Offices (142, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.).. Lists of the Exporters of the State, with their 
Agents in the United Kingdom, and full particulars relating to the 
trade, prospects, &c., of the State, can be obtained upon applica- 
tion to the Agent-General for Victoria, at the above address. 

New South Wales.— With a view to facilitating the acquiring of 
information regarding the State’s products, the New South Wales 
Government have a commercial branch attached to the Agent- 
General's Department at 123-125, Cannon Street, E.C. A great 
variety of specimens is on view—typical of the mineral, agricul- 
tural and other products ofthe country. Full information concern- 
ing the Colony is given gratis to all applicants. 

Queensland.— The Agent-General for Queensland has opened a 
branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, London, H.C., where a 
representative attends daily to give information to enquirers 
regarding trade, mining, and all other matters relating to Queens- 
land. Specimens of products representative of the pastoral, agricul- 
tural, and mining industries of Queensland are on view. 

South Australia—'l'he Government of South Australia have 
established a Produce Department at the offices of the Agent 
General, Threadneedle House, 28, Bishopsgate Street Within, 
London, E.C., where specimens of every description of South 
Australian produce are now displayed. This Department will 
supply, free of cost, full information regarding the exports from 
South Australia of all sorts of produce. 

Cape of Good Hope.—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have offices at 98, Victoria Street, S.W., for the purpose of a Com- 
mercial Agency, under the superintendence of the Trades Com- 
missioner, who supplies free information on trade subjects con- 
nected with the Colony, such as agricultural products, industries, 
trade, tariff regulations, commercial statistics, railway rates, &c., &c. 

Natal.—The Government of Natal have established a Commercial 
Agency for that Colony at 26, Victoria Street, S.W., under 
the direction of the Agent-General. The Commercial Agent will 
supply, gratis, information on trade and industrial subjects con- 
nected with the Colony, commercial statistics, tariffs, railway rates, 
shipping freights, &c. Specimens of certain descriptions of Natal 
produce are on view. 

Transvaal and Orange River Colony—A ‘Trade Enquiry Office 
has been opened at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., by the Govern- 
ments of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony, under the 
general direction of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade. The Superintendent in charge of the Office 
supplies free information regarding the products and resources of 
the two colonies. 
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